
Fifty years ago, Yuri Gagarin made history when he became 
the first man to travel into space. The Gagarin Tourbillon 
by Bernhard Lederer both commemorates and celebrates 
the golden anniversary of this historic event. Tracey 
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Tribute: 79 

Main picture: Just 27-years-old when he completed 
his Vostok 1 mission, within seven years of the historic 
flight pilot and cosmonaut Yuri Gagarin was killed 
while on a routine training flight when his MiG-15UTI 
crashed near the town of Kirzhach. Inset pictures (left 
to right): A loupe, held in place by a latch similar to 
those found on Vostok 1, sits over the sapphire and 
gives a detailed view of the dial and central sub-
dials, which feature micro-engravings of highlights 
of Gagarin’s flight; The tourbillon appears to be 
suspended by a sweeping bridge inspired by the 25m 
commemorative statue at Gagarin’s landing site near 
Engels; The Gagarin Tourbillon features a 60-second 
orbital flying tourbillon that rotates counterclockwise 
(symbolising east) 360° around the dial in 108 minutes.  
The tourbillon cage is formed by the word ‘Vostok’ 
spelt vertically and curved around its perimeter. The 
complex, 264-component movement of the Gagarin 
Tourbillon (which houses three mainspring barrels) was 
built in its entirety by Bernhard Lederer. Bottom right: 
Bernhard Lederer.

.

On 12 April 1961, Russian cosmonaut Senior 
Lieutenant Yuri Alexeyevich Gagarin orbited 
earth one time at an altitude of 187 miles 
(302 kilometers) for 108 minutes at 18,000 
miles an hour in the Vostok 1 spacecraft. 
The first human ever to see the planet from 
space, his mission led him to declare: “I saw 
how beautiful our planet is. Let us preserve 
this beauty, not destroy it!” Last month, 
to commemorate the 50th anniversary of 
Gagarin’s historic flight into space, Bernhard 
Lederer released the Gagarin Tourbillon 
featuring a 60 second flying orbital tourbillon 
that rotates counterclockwise around the dial 
counter in 108 minutes – the same time it 
took Gagarin to complete one full orbit of 
the planet. 

A German-born Master Watchmaker and 
founding member of the AHCI (Horological 

Academy of Independent Watchmakers), 
Lederer says that his design philosophy is to 
create timepieces “that tell the time without 
imposing it on the viewer, allowing the wearer 
to appreciate the beauty of time without 
being stressed by it racing by.” In 2000 he 
founded the haute horlogerie watch brand 
BLU (Bernhard Lederer Universe) in Neuchâtel 
and has already created many innovative 
timepieces including a moonphase clock 
that only needs correcting once in 1,000 
years and the award-winning sculptural clock 
Trojka, which features clockwork concealed 
inside three tall, chrome-plated columns.

In the new Gagarin watch, the tourbillon is 
suspended by an unprecedented sweeping 
bridge that was apparently inspired by the 
25m commemorative statue at Gagarin’s 
landing site near Engels, Russia. An 

integrated rotating loupe allows the wearer 
(and special friends) to fully appreciate the 
dial detail, including the sweeping tourbillon, 
which mimics a satellite orbiting earth as it 
moves around the dial, passing over the city 
names and places that the original Vostok 1 
tracked. And, in case we forget exactly what 
the piece is commemorating, the tourbillon 
cage is formed by the word ‘Vostok’ vertically 
curved around its perimeter.

Few people may have made the epic journey 
into space but fewer still will get their hands 
on one of these pieces. The mechanical 
manual winding watch has been produced in 
a limited edition of 50 pieces in platinum.

Further information: www.blu.ch
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