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 Despite disappointing export markets of the past couple of years, the SIHH 

continues to play a fundamental role as a fair for professionals in the fine 

watch sector. In doing so it confirms, were it ever necessary, Geneva’s 

foremost status in this world of specialist technology and expertise.

Tracey Llewellyn
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This year, 17-21 January will be the dates for 

the 21st edition of the Salon International 

de la Haute Horlogerie (SIHH) – for the 

serious watch fanatic, the most sought-

after ticket in the horology calendar year. 

Over 20 years, the show has confirmed 

itself as a landmark event for the fine watch 

sector, presenting a chance for a handful of 

specially invited guests to see some of the 

finest in high-end watchmaking away from 

the madding crowding that Baselworld and 

other open shows attract. 

From humble beginnings in 1991 when five 

watch brands came together to showcase 

their wares over 4,500sq m, the event has 

continued to grow both in size and number 

of exhibitors. Based in Geneva since 

2005, SIHH now occupies, a prestigious 

30,000sq m setting with 19 participating 

brands, including several independent 

watchmakers. The SIHH is where brands 

premier their latest watches, the result of 

often years of intensive research and is 

also where watchmakers, designers and 

the representatives of an entire creative 

team, share their passion for watchmaking 

one-to-one. 

While the event is still dominated by the 

Richemont Group, there are also a few 

honoured, independent friends, including 

Audemars Piguet, Parmigiani Fleurier, 

JeanRichard and Girard-Perregaux. The 

complete quality of the products on show 

and a policy of selective distribution are 

the driving forces of fine watchmaking 
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Audemars Piguet
Millenary Hand-wound Minute 
Repeater with AP Escapement
Telling the time through sound is the oldest 

of all horological complications and one 

that AP has indulged in since its inception 

in 1875 – the latest model being this new 

Millenary Minute Repeater containing a 

new AP escapement and a double balance-

spring. Featuring hours, minutes, seconds 

and minute repeater functions and equipped 

with a winding system specially developed 

for its hand-wound Calibre 2910, the Millenary 

Minute Repeater is housed in a titanium oval 

case with offset gold subdials.

Greubel Forsey 
Invention Piece 2
In ten years, no less than six significant inventions have 

sprung from Greubel Forsey, three of which (to date) have 

been celebrated by Invention Pieces (IP). In 2007, IP1 

paid homage to the Double Tourbillon 30°; in 2009, IP3 

honoured the Tourbillon 24 Secondes; and today IP2 pays 

tribute to the Quadruple Tourbillon with a completely 

new design focusing on the exclusive mechanism. 

The two double tourbillons systems are presented head 

to tail and coupled by a spherical differential. A sub-

dial at 5 o’clock conceals triple mainspring barrels and 
features a red triangle indicating hours while a rotating 
disk indicates minutes. A small seconds dial at 10 
o’clock and 56-hour power reserve indicator at 11 o’clock 
compete the dial.
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and the SIHH, as brilliantly illustrated by 

the Show’s progressive and controlled 

expansion. Show etiquette is simple: the 

exhibitors focus on high-end watchmaking: 

even those brands with products outside of 

the horological, such as pens, luggage and 

jewellery, stay focussed on timekeepers. 

The result is a pure, wholly watch-

oriented atmosphere, reaffirming the 

group’s original mission statement about 

furthering the cause of haute horlogerie.

One of the values shared by all the SIHH’s 

protagonists is to present objects whose 

perfection is attained with complete 

respect for the heritage of the past 

– for several of the exhibiting brands 

like Vacheron Constantin and Girard-

Perregaux, this heritage derives from 

two centuries of experience. But while 

the SIHH never ceases to pay tribute to 

the great watchmaking tradition and its 

heritage, it also embraces the future and 

new ideas with brands like Richard Mille 

and Greubel Forsey.

As for what the world can expect to see in 

2011, as usual it is hard to predict, especially 

as the brands have once again played their 

cards close to their chest. As far as themes 

go, no discernible pattern has really emerged 

– and besides, originality, uniqueness and 

individuality are what one expects from the 

level of watchmaking at SIHH. That said, 

it seems that the trends for retro pieces 

as well as smaller, slimmer watches are 

set to continue but, on the whole, brands 

are sticking to what they do best with 

variations on the models and complications 

that have stood them in good stead though 

the years. And, although many of the pieces 

on show won’t be on general release until 

the tail end of 2011, the following pages – 

as well as other articles such as the ones on 

Roger Dubuis (on page 38), Panerai (on page 

2–6) and Ralph Lauren (on page 46) – offer a 

sneak peek at what to expect from some of 

the brands in the year ahead.  8

IWC
Portuguese Hand-Wound  
Eight Days 
For IWC, 2011 is the year of the Portofino – the range 

that has held a firm place in the brand’s collection 

since its launch in 1984. The new Portofino collection 

consists of four models, each with its own individual 

character – the Automatic, the Chronograph , the Dual 

Time and the flagship of the Portofino fleet, the Hand-

Wound Eight Days (pictured). Ticking away inside 

the case of the latter is the new IWC-manufactured 

movement from the 5000 calibre family. This 

contemporary movement design, with its large 

bridges and plates, is both robust and reliable. Elegant 

but suitable for everyday use, the piece will run for 

192 hours – eight days – without any intervention. 

The watch features small seconds at 6 o’clock, date at 

3 o’clock and power reserve between 8 and 9 – giving 

perfect balance to the dial.   

Jaeger-LeCoultre
Grande Reverso Ultra Thin
In 1931, a new watch was developed with a dial that could 

protect itself from shocks, all the while offering a personalised 

engraved caseback. Eighty years later, the Reverso has 

progressed from watchmaking icon to cult status. And as part 

of the celebrations for this grand anniversary, Jaeger-LeCoultre 

will be unveiling its new Grande Reverso Ultra Thin. Powered by 

the Jaeger-LeCoultre Calibre 822 (at just 2.94mm), this Reverso 

is slimmer than ever before with a subtly curved shape, while 

still allowing the case generous proportions.

And, because this new Reverso is intended to be a bridge 

between past and present, Jaeger-LeCoultre has created two 

Grande Reverso Ultra Thin Tribute to 1931 editions in steel and 

in limited edition pink gold, featuring a black or white dial with 

dagger-shaped hands and baton-type hour-markers directly 

inspired by the original Reverso.
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Montblanc

Nicolas Rieussec Chronograph 
Anniversary Edition
This year the chronograph – the complication invented 

by Nicolas Rieussec in 1821 – celebrates its 190th 

birthday. To date, all Montblanc chronographs have 

been based on Rieussec’s original model and for 2011 

the brand is launching the limited edition Nicolas 

Rieussec Chronograph Anniversary Edition consisting 

of 190 watches in red gold, 90 in white gold and 25 in 

950 platinum, all containing a hand-wound Montblanc 

manufacture movement.

The in-house MB R110 calibre is assembled from 263 

individual parts, including classical column-wheel 

control, as well as a nearly friction-free vertical 

coupling which prevents wear when the chronograph 

function is allowed to run for a lengthy period of time. 

The rapid-reset mechanism for the hour and date is 

extremely practical for travellers who journey from 

one time zone to another. These indicators can be reset 

either clockwise or counter-clockwise and without 

affecting the position of the minute hand. The hand-

wound Montblanc manufacture movement has two 

barrels that together amass a 72-hour power reserve.

Piaget 

Emperador Coussin  
Tourbillon Automatic
Master of the  ‘Size Zero’ watch, Piaget, will unveil the world’s 

thinnest self-winding tourbillon  movement (just 5.35mm 

thick) at this year’s SIHH. The 46.5mm watch features a 

white gold case with laser-printed glass dial revealing the 

movement and tapering hour-markers pointing towards 

an off-centred dial. The piece is powered by the Piaget in-

house 1270P ultra-thin mechanical self-winding tourbillon 

movement – the result of three years of development. 

A. Lange & Söhne 
Richard Lange Tourbillon ‘Pour le Mérite’
Lange’s 4th Pour le Mérite timepiece embodies a fusée-and-

chain transmission as well as a tourbillon with a patented stop-

seconds mechanism – both intended to improve rate stability 

and precision. The prominent regulator dial is inspired by the 

work of horologist Johann Heinrich Seyffert (1751-1817), 

whose 1807 regulator is now part of the collection of the 

Mathematics and Physics Salon in Dresden and which provided 

the blueprint for Lange’s new piece.

The 41.9mm platinum or pink gold case houses the new 

Lange manufacture calibre L072.1, The main dial layout of 

overlapping, off-centre sub-dials has its origins in the precision 

regulators of the 18th century where, to prevent any confusion 

of the hour and minute hands under sometimes less than ideal 

light conditions, they were positioned on different axes of the 

dial. The motion is generated by a switching mechanism, which 

ensures that the dial segment is advanced by 90 degrees in 

increments of six hours, allowing the watch to show the time 

unambiguously during the morning and the evening. 
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Further information: www.sihh.org

Vacheron Constantin

Quai de l’Ile Retrograde  
Annual Calendar
For 2011 Vacheron Constantin will be adding a 

Retrograde Annual Calendar model to the Quai de l’Ile 

collection. Available in pink or white gold (or both if the 

customer so wishes) this 43mm diameter model houses 

a new mechanical self-winding complicated movement 

designed, developed and crafted by Vacheron 

Constantin: Calibre 2460 QRA, incorporating the annual 

calendar combined with a retrograde date display.

The 326-part Calibre 2460 QRA drives the hours, 

minutes and small seconds at 9 o’clock, as well as the 

annual calendar with retrograde date display, months 

and a high-precision moonphase indication requiring 

correction just once every 122 years. Equipped with a 

stop-seconds device to ensure precise time setting, it 

has a 40-hour power reserve and a frequency of 4Hz 

(28,800 vph). 

Van Cleef & Arpels
Poetic Complication
Building on its reputation for the finest in enamelled pieces 

(see pages 50 to 55), Van Cleef & Arpels will present its 

latest piece Poetic Complication® Five Weeks in a Balloon, 

inspired by the Jules Verne novel, Les Voyages Extraordinaires 

at SIHH. Featuring a white gold case, with or without round 

or baguette diamonds, the dial is a mosaic of stained glass 

enamel, champlevé enamel and mother-of-pearl, depicting a 

hot air balloon rising into the sky of Zanzibar. The hours and 

minutes are indicated by the retograde movement of the 

balloon’s anchor and a bird in flight. The movement housed 

inside the case is the Jaeger-LeCoultre 845. Pieces made to 

order, estimated delivery 14 months.
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