
When Oris’s ever-enthusiastic UK PR Samia Bishay 

suggested that QP ’s editor James Gurney and I took 

part in this year’s Oris-backed RAID rally from Basel 

to Paris, it all seemed like such a good idea. Mind you, 

that was during the hubbub of Baselworld, a good 

five months in advance of the event.

For those who haven’t heard of it, the Suisse-Paris 

RAID is one of the leading classic car regularity rallies 

in Europe. It has been going since 1991 and has 

established a reputation for following some of the 

most stunning of France’s rural roads over a 600-

mile route that begins in Basel and ends in the French 

capital three days later. The event is taken extremely 

seriously by people in beautifully turned-out classics 

who take part in one of three categories: veterans 

(for cars made up to 1939), tourism (incorporating 

light competition) and sport – for those who know 

their stuff and really want to put their vehicles – and 

navigators – through their paces.

The annual RAID Suisse-

Paris old car rally took place 

in August and, thanks to the 

sponsorship of Oris watches, 

Team QP was on the start line. 

The following pages tell the 

story of a Triumph that didn’t 

quite triumph.

Simon de Burton

Illustration by Mark Stevens
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The ‘regularity’ aspect of the event involves covering 

set stages at a specified average speed, with penalties 

for arriving early or late. To make things trickier there 

are some ‘special’ stages thrown in where the average 

speed is different, along with occasional driving tests 

and hidden checkpoints to ensure that competitors stick 

to the correct route. Events such as this are all about 

preparation, not least of the car itself. It is little wonder, 

therefore, that our esteemed editor opted to travel to 

Basel by plane after seeing a photograph of Team QP ’s 

1970 Triumph TR6 in a state of advanced disassembly 

just days before the RAID was due to start.

Part of the problem was that Oris, a main sponsor of 

the RAID, had kindly arranged to waive our entry 

fee in exchange for having the TR bedecked in 

brand logos – but since it was yellow and rusty 

rather than Oris black and shiny, a hasty paint 

job was required. That left just five days to 

go before the off, with small matters such 

as MOT tests to be passed, roofs and tyres 

to be fitted and a comprehensive service 

to be carried out prior to the 750-mile 

drive to scrutineering.

While our editor offered encouragement from 

afar, I spent several extremely late nights in my 

cold, Dartmoor garage until, after a particularly 

enjoyable stint which ended at 5.45am on the 

morning of departure from Devon, the car looked 

something less than a disgrace and offered at least 

some possibility of making it to the start. All that 

remained was to head for Dover (280 miles), catch 

the 3.30am ferry and make it to Basel (480 miles from 

Calais) in time for dinner with the ed and Rolf Studer the 

evening before kick-off. 
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Above: Doing it for QP, Simon de Burton and editor James Gurney.
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By some small miracle, the faithful Triumph 

made it without a hitch, and Team QP 

took its place along with the 194 other 

competing cars the following morning, 

feeling somewhat humbled by the eye-

wateringly valuable pre-war Alfa Romeos, 

immaculate Jaguar XKs and covetable 

Bugattis surrounding us. The holding 

point in Basel’s Messeplatz drew crowds 

of spectators who had turned out to see 

us flagged-off in numerical order with 

the oldest cars going first, and at the 

traditional starting time of 12.30pm, the 

20th anniversary RAID got under way with 

a 200km stage to the remarkable Royal Salt 

Works at Arc-et-Sensans. Having foolishly 

chosen to compete in the ‘sport’ category, 

Team QP was then faced with a 117km night 

stage to Dijon which involved small roads, 

occasional thunder storms, some tricky 

navigation tests and a midnight arrival at 

the overnight stop.

Routine checks of engine oil and water the 

following morning proved the car to still 

be in excellent health in advance of the 

longest stage of the rally – a 237km run 

from Dijon to the stunning Chateau Bois le 

Roi in Nailly where the cars were parked-up 

on the rolling lawns for visitors to admire 
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Taking in the sites at a leisurely pace is all in a day’s work for the QP boys.

Back to the Future – twice over.

Team QP craftily surveys the competition in a casual drive-by.
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during the much-needed lunch stop. The 

next section, a 147km stint to the town of 

St Denis de l’Hotel, demonstrated the need 

for perfect planning on regularity rallies 

such as the RAID - we had failed to keep 

an eye on the fuel gauge and were forced 

to make a major diversion in order to find 

a filling station in an extremely rural area. 

The lost minutes translated into a hefty 

penalty, which, effectively, put us out of 

the running for any prizes.

A night in Orleans preceded Saturday’s first 

stage to Fontainebleau which involved 

driving through some of the most stunning 

scenery France has to offer. A picnic lunch 

provided by the RAID organisers was 

enjoyed in the sunlit grounds of the town’s 

police academy before the final, 70km leg 

of the event to the Chateau de Ferrieres 

where a remarkable classic car bottleneck 

occurred as everyone attempted to make 

their way through the narrow entrance in 

order to reach the finish line.

All that then remained was a gentle 45km 

drive into central Paris for a gala dinner 

and prize-dishing ceremony. de Burton and 

Gurney were not, alas, called to the stage, 

but the elation at having completed the 

course with no breakdowns was almost 

enough of a reward in itself. Thank you to 

Oris and the RAID organisers for a superbly 

managed event - and for reminding us just 

why we love old cars.  8

According to Captain de Burton, choosing the right 
fuel was key in ensuring Team QP’s 32nd place.

RAID Suisse-
Paris Results:
Overall winners

Reto and Nevenka Scmid, 1953 
Austin Healey 100M. 30 penalties.

Young Raider’s Trophy

David Beyerle and Bettina Keyl, 
1973 VW Beetle. 86 penalties.

Ladies Cup

Christina Schenker and Astrid Buttiker, 
1978 Ferrari 308 GTS. 107 penalties.

Sport

Jitka Steuer and Ronald egli,  
1974 Jaguar E-Type. 87 penalties.

Tourism

Thomas Rutz and Anita Good, 
1972 VW Type II. 43 penalties.

Veterans

Thomas Thoni and Willi Stampfli,  
1934 Riley Nine Ulster. 84 penalties.
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To mark this year’s raid, Oris has produced a limited edition of 500 RAID chronographs with a dial based on 
the dashboard instruments of the 1952 Jaguar XK120 that won the 2009 event. The 43.5mm steel-cased 
chrono has a nicely understated, retro look and, in typical Oris style, is reasonably priced at £2,300.

Further information: www.oris.ch  www.raid.ch
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