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1 If you cast a neutral eye over society – who we are, how we behave and why – 

you will have noticed that our generation has more choice than any that went 

before. We can have what we want, whenever we want it, or at least that is 

what the marketing men would have us believe. When it comes to choosing a 

watch, consumers are free to pick from a pantheon of collections, ranges and 

models, in all manner of guises. But there is still one area in which watch choice 

is very limited. And that is in how your watch is powered. 

Robin Swithinbank

When it comes to a mechanical watch, you essentially have two 

choices. You can either buy a watch that powers itself, or one 

you power up by means of winding the crown – in other 

words, automatic or manually wound. Barring a few clever 

tricks and innovations over the years, that’s about it.

Automatics have been with us since 1931, when Rolex 

launched the Perpetual movement, the first of its kind. 

The Perpetual was to watches what fuel injection was 

to performance cars. Not only did it not need winding 

as long as it was worn, it was also more accurate than 

a manually wound watch, because the pressure on 

the mainspring was kept at a constant for as long as 

the watch remained on the wrist (Rolex also invented 

a mechanism that prevented the watch from being over 

wound). Not surprisingly, the idea caught on, and today the 

majority of mechanical watches are automatics.

Either because we like choice, or because some of us are gluttons 

for tradition, the appeal of a mechanical watch that never needs 

winding has yet to supercede entirely the desire for one you have to 
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Either because we like choice, or because some of us are 
gluttons for tradition, the appeal of a mechanical watch 

that never needs winding has yet to supercede the 
desire for one you have to wind yourself

wind yourself. You could say an automatic drains a mechanical watch 

of some of its romance. The daily task of winding a watch gives its 

wearer the satisfaction of feeling, almost touching the mechanism 

inside as each delicate turn of the crown sends a message from 

those tiny wheel teeth, through the finger tips and up to the nucleus 

accumbens, the part of the brain that recognises pleasure.

No one understands this better than the watch brands themselves, 

which is why there are still a grand number of manually wound 

watches around. Some of them cost a bomb, but if you’re hoping 

to keep the budget below £1,500, you’ll be looking at a timepiece 

powered by one of ETA’s workhorse movements, the trusty 6497 

and 6498.

The 6497 and 6498 were originally invented in the 1950s by blank 

movement maker UNITAS and featured a small seconds. Like so 

many watch concerns, UNITAS fell foul of the Quartz Revolution 

in the 1970s, but its survival was secured when it was taken over 

by ETA. And thank goodness. Reliable, rugged and good enough to 

be found in watches made by such luminaries as Panerai, albeit in 

modified form, these are movements that have endured because 

they’re really quite good.

Little known to the UK consumer because of a disappointing absence 

of retail outlets in this country is Cimier, another adopter of the UNITAS 

movements, and a brand that positions itself unashamedly in the 

affordable watch category.

Cimier’s Petite Seconde is an instantly attractive looking piece, decked 

out in stainless steel, with a silvered dial and black leather strap. 

It looks a little like a Maurice Lacroix, in colour and unconventional 

design, but the round case shape and tapered lugs are simple, 

elegant and comfortably familiar. The dial owes much to the whims of 

asymmetry, with the 6497-powered small seconds offset at 10 o’clock 

within a convergent chapter ring that artily overlaps its hour and 

minute counterpart. Setting the small seconds at 10 o’clock means the 

crown appears at 4, which adds a nice little quirk. Flip it over and the 

movement is visible through the caseback.

Prices for Cimier watches are only available in Euros, so you can do the 

maths on how many pounds you’ll need to afford one at €1,290.

Cimier Petite Seconde

Featuring an asymmetrical dial design, the Cimier Petite Seconde is powered by the ETA  
Unitas 6497 manual-wind movement.
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Further information: www.cimier.com, www.eberhard-co-watches.ch, www.uboatwatch.it

Much more familiar to UK watch buyers by comparison is U-Boat, the Italian-

based watch brand whose chunky-cased pieces are sometimes thought of as 

fashion items, which is unfair, given the brand’s horological credentials. These 

include use of the 6497 in the U-Boat Flightdeck MBG – not a common choice 

in fashion watches.

All that said, the Flightdeck is fashionably large at 50mm and its black PVD 

case is a nod to the current trend for watches that walk on the dark side. A 

black dial (with green luminescent hands and indexes) and leather strap 

complete the mood, while a small seconds at three o’clock this time puts the 

crown on the left-hand side of the case.

Unlike the Eberhard and the Cimier, the Flightdeck has the added practicality 

of being water-resistant to 100m, which may not be enough to save you if you 

plummet to the depths of a nuclear submarine, but it means you won’t have to 

worry about getting it wet. UK retailers will sell you a U-Boat Flightdeck MBG 

for £1,440 (also available as the steel version MSG for £1,290).

U-Boat Flightdeck MBG

The 50mm, PVD-treated case and black dial of the Flightdeck MBG contrast with the recessed and 
bright green indices.

Eberhard & Co Traversetolo

Among the first places you’ll find a 64, as they’re sometimes known, is in 

Eberhard and Co’s Traversetolo, which comes in a number of guises (choice, you 

understand), most eye-catching of which is the willfully uncomplicated black dial 

on a brown leather strap. 

One of the many Swiss brands founded in La Chaux-de-Fonds at the tail end of 

the 19th century (1887, to be precise), Eberhard and Co manufactures a collection 

of pieces that slots into the one-to-ten-thousand-pound bracket. Its higher-end 

watches include some unusual creations, not least the easily recognised Chrono 4 

Badboy, which features four aligned subdials. Forgetting the name for a moment, 

the innovation indicates a brand determined to go beyond simply following form, 

which should bring comfort to buyers looking beyond the usual suspects. 

The Traversetolo is closer to entry level, but no matter – the finish is sublime, 

the feel quality and the look classical, which is appropriate given the 60-year-old 

heritage of its beating heart, the 6498. The steel case is a slightly above average 

43mm, meaning it will sit better on the larger wrist but won’t look out of place if 

you’re built more like a seamstress than a farmer. It has a minted caseback with 

the name and confirmation of 50m water resistance in relief. All yours for £1,450 

(£2,200 for the steel bracelet version).

The qualities of the Traversetolo lie in its large size and movement – one of the most traditional and 
highly-esteemed in Swiss watchmaking, conceived in the 1950s and improved through the years.

11th – 13th November 2010, London

A World of Fine Watches

salonqp.com

Tickets available now on www.salonqp.com  
or by calling 020 7759 2916.

Renowned watch experts and QP Magazine 
contributors will be holding exclusive Q&A  
sessions with guests at SalonQP 2010
Friday 12th at 17:30 and Sat 13th 13:30
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