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A decade on from its launch, the iconic Chanel J12 has come
a long way and for 2010 has been re-invented with the
introduction of the AP Renaud et Papi collaboration TRM.
James Gurney
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To give an uninterrupted case edge, the crown of the TRM was moved to the top of the dial,
creating a whole new set of problems for the team at APRP to overcome. Yours for £210,000.
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The caseback of the TRM.
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The TRM dial, featuring the unusual positioning of the crown.

was

to stay that way. The result was the

obvious really – especially

next

Calibre 3125, based on an existing AP

with the aid of hindsight.

movement and the only movement

Having created a genuinely

Audemars supplies to a third party.

iconic

step

watch

design

in

This

particular

J12

was

almost

the J12, the design team

painfully severe, the gold detail

utilised

model’s

in the images being much more

apparent ability to support

the

discrete in the flesh. Given that the

a near endless succession

3125 was born of a certain mutual

of

gemset

admiration and that for Chanel the

colour

and

Impressively,

watch was a statement of credibility

the J12 has never been seen

variations.

as well, guessing the next stage

as either exclusively male or

hardly needed vast expertise in the

female, that bias only coming

watch business.

with obvious cues – add a GMT
movement to the black ceramic

If AP does not supply its movements

version and you have quite a

to other houses, its subsidiary, AP

masculine

watch.

Horological

Renaud et Papi, certainly does, Giulio

purity may not have been Chanel’s

Papi’s business being one of the

first priority, but then which of its

guns for hire that have driven the

immediate

even

creative surge in the watch business

offering an automatic GMT whether

over the past decade or so. APRP

from ETA or anywhere else?

conceives, designs and produces both

competitors

was

movements and modules for a blue-

TRM with rose gold accents.

In 2005 Chanel showed that the J12

chip client list that stretches from

could even carry off a tourbillon, quite

Richard Mille to IWC via Lange and

the feat given how common it is to

Parmigiani, so it was not exactly hard

see these movements shoe-horned

for a journalist to work out what was

into

cannot

on the agenda when the call came

support the complexity. Then 2008

through in January to visit Chanel in

saw Chanel offering a J12 for the more

Paris and preview an important new

discerning, based on a newly forged

watch, their immaculately glamorous

partnership with Audemars Piguet,

HQ in the Place Vendôme being worth

a similarly independent, privately

the trip even without the promise of

owned company with serious intent

horological fireworks.

designs

that

simply

Upgrading | 61

Guessing games

the advantage of creating a really
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The 2005 J12 Tourbillon - the world’s first
grand complication in ceramic. £120,000.
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A collaboration with AP in 2008
resulted in the Calibre 3125 and
allowed Chanel to create the dream
of a haute horlogerie automatic
movement with three hands,
going back to the deepest roots of
traditional watchmaking. £18,900.
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difficult, so once the crown is popped

Only 20 black ceramic TRMs are being

out, you press either the bezel

made together with a white ceramic
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The über cool Marine, the first J12 diver’s watch
with 300m of water resistance. From £3,500.

Further information: www.chanel.com

Sporty and ultra light, the Superleggera concept was inspired by 1950s racing cars. £4,600.

