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Inspired by the company’s founder  
Louis-Ulysse Chopard, The LUC Tribute 2  
is a wrist/pocket watch hybrid.
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While both houses would deny being in thrall to their past, 

both Patek and Vacheron have histories that feed directly 

and insistently into the decisions made today and you 

can clearly feel the history in almost everything they do. 

In contrast, the contemporary Chopard is very much the 

creature of the family that runs the company today and, 

in particular, the co-presidents, Caroline Gruosi-Scheufele 

and Karl-Friedrich Scheufele. 

When Karl Scheufele handed over the reins to his children, 

he left a remarkable situation where the siblings have 

seemingly been in competition with each other as much 

as the outside world in terms of establishing an identity 

and presence for Chopard. The result being a sense that 

there are really two distinct brands sharing a single name, 

with crossover between the Cannes/Hollywood axis that 

Caroline powers and the horological purity of the LUC 

manufacture that is Karl-Friedrich’s domain – existing but 

only just. 

What these two different faces do not reveal, although it 

is implicit in the success of the whole, is that the Scheufele 

inheritance includes sense, discipline and respect. While 

the family background is responsible for the way Chopard is 

run, Karl-Friedrich takes great inspiration from Louis-Ulysse 

– the founder of the company that Karl Scheufele acquired 

in the 1960s – and this has shaped the subsequent journey 

of the Chopard brand and the watchmaking tradition that is 

highlighted in the anniversary.

Respect for tradition is, of course, a virtue that is 

trotted out all too often, but with Karl-Friedrich and the 

1  While most companies celebrating a major anniversary can be said to reflect 

some shadow of the original style or spirit, the distance Chopard has travelled 

over the past few decades means that looking at the modern company 

through the prism of its 150-year history doesn’t really tell you that much.
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developments at Chopard’s Fleurier base, this 

respect is a statement of fact not a marketing 

slogan. Serious and considered, Karl-Friedrich is 

the antidote to the celebrity watch-boss cult and in 

some ways is a throwback to the protestant roots of 

Swiss watchmaking (he likes cars and wine so is no 

Calvinist bore either).

The whole Fleurier project has been run with a 

controlled energy, growing along planned paths and 

with a concern for a sort of ‘traditional correctness’ 

and horological purity that has won over serious 

collectors and established LUC as a serious force 

in the business. It would have been quite easy for 

Chopard to have jumped on the bandwagon and 

supplied the booming demand for tourbillons and 

super-complications, which have commanded such 

attractive prices and margins over the past ten years.

Solid foundations
However, where most CEOs have bankers and 

finance officers to steer decisions towards quicker 

returns, the independence of the Scheufele 

family and the older generation’s continued active 

involvement make long term development a much 

stronger pressure than the need to show immediate 

returns. Chopard only announced the launch of their 

first tourbillon in 2003, some seven years after 

the Fleurier manufacture was opened. Instead, 

Karl-Friedrich has followed a policy of step-by-step 

development of the manufacture’s capabilities 

so that there is always sufficient experience and 

knowledge in-house to guarantee the next stage in 

the programme – as can be seen in the very logical 
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Built around a new hand-wound 
tourbillon – the LUC Calibre 1TRM – 
the Engine One gives a new twist to 
watches referencing motor design.
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development of variations on the original 1.96/4.96 

calibre series.

The 150th anniversary is then less about claiming 

legitimacy through some mystery quality inherited from 

Louis-Ulysse and more a chance to demonstrate how 

seriously Chopard treats the idea of tradition – both 

as something to respect and as something to create. 

On the respect side is the Tribute to Louis-Ulysse, a 

wrist/pocket hybrid in the mould of the Eszeha watch 

patented by Karl Scheufele in 1912. Rather than the 

complicated articulated lug system used by the Eszeha 

watch, the Tribute has a cradle system that is much 

simpler and more effective – though the popper on the 

strap that holds down the crown loop might not be to 

everyone’s taste. More interesting is how contemporary 

the watch manages to seem despite the consciously 

vintage dial design with its blocky numerals and minute 

and second tracks that, according to those in the know 

at Chopard, are derived from 1950s designs but seem 

much closer in spirit to the 1912 watches.

However, it is the movement for this watch that shows 

more clearly than anything quite how seriously Karl-

Friedrich takes the idea of tradition. Coming up to four 

years ago, it came to his attention that the Geneva 

watch school was running out of its stock of blank 

ébauches – the bases on which the students make their 

graduation pieces – and decided that Chopard should 

step in to the breech. Unsurprisingly, the movement 

is almost academically traditional in style, designed to 

meet the standards of the Poinçon de Genève and COSC 

chronometer certification. 

This might all make LUC dry as dust, but what rescues 

the LUC project from being an exercise in academic 

rectitude is the willingness of Karl-Friedrich to push 

through contemporary designs, insisting that backward 

looking tradition is meaningless without a forward-

looking element to inform. This has lead to a growing 

strand of modern, if not modernist, designs that 

include the Tech Twist and Steel Wings and is the 
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The making of the Engine One.

The LUC Calibre 1TRM movement contained in the Engine One 
recalls the machined look of an engine block.
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reason that the Engine One is equally a part of Karl-

Friedrich’s tribute to Louis-Ulysse.

The Engine One
The watch’s design is built around a new hand-

wound tourbillon, the LUC Calibre 1TRM. Consciously 

intended to recall the machined look of an engine 

block, the movement even sits on three special 

dampers built within the case. Clearly this is not the 

first watch to reference motor design, the Engine 

One is nevertheless an original and highly successful 

take on the idea. With its sparing touches of red, 

winged bridges and hour markers floating over 

the movement, the Engine One could not make a 

stronger contrast to the Tribute to Louis-Ulysse. The 

tourbillon movement runs at 8Hz and is one of the 

surprisingly few tourbillons that are COSC certified.

The third tribute project will be the LUC 150 All-

in-One, pretty much what it says on the tin. Karl-

Friedrich says that it will be unveiled at Baselworld 

and will include all the main haute horlogerie 

complications developed at Fleurier – meaning it will 

be a four-barrel tourbillon with perpetual calendar, 

orbital Moonphase. The All-in-One will also have 

this year’s must-have feature an Equation of Time 

– and no, Karl-Friedrich could not explain why these 

are (relatively) so popular now beyond that the 

Jura is not a large place. He did point out that these 

complications take several years to develop so it is 

not a simple case of ‘me too’.

For its 150th anniversary, Chopard has chosen to highlight 
its watchmaking heritage and expertise by presenting the 
LUC 1937 – an edition of 1,937 steel chronographs equipped 
with the new LUC 1.101 self-winding movement.

1960s Happy Diamonds watch advertising...

...these days he wears LUC.
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Arguably the most fitting tribute of all will not be 

seen until the Baselworld fair when the LUC 1937 

(named for the year Chopard moved to Geneva) an 

entirely new automatic movement will be unveiled. 

This will be a new ‘tractor’ base movement that will 

be manufactured at Fleurier Ébauches, the company 

set up to occupy Chopard’s new premises. Unlike most 

LUC movements, the LUC 1937 will have a single 

barrel with a central rotor, it will, however, be made 

to LUC standards. This is a major step for Chopard and 

will give the company much greater independence, 

removing the need to source movements – for example 

for the Mille Miglia series – from the likes of ETA. 

It seems that 2010 is going to be quite a watershed 

moment for Chopard and that the anniversary has 

been taken as an opportunity to step on in multiple 

directions. Explaining these various fronts of  

activity over the phone from Geneva, Karl-Friedrich 

is clearly enjoying the challenges of keeping the 

traditional crafts and standards alive, bringing them 

up to date and attempting to manufacture on a 

scale beyond anything attempted by the company 

before. “We are just trying to blend tradition with 

the contemporary and the modern,” he says with 

characteristic modesty.  8

Further information: www.chopard.com

Above: One of the first Chopard pocket watches of the 1860s.  Above Right: The 
movement of one of the first Chopard pocket watches, circa 1860.  Right: A list of 
watch components produced by the Fabrique de Montres LUC around 1925-1930.
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