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   The Opus
 Adventure

1 Launched by Harry Winston and Maximilian Büsser in 2001, the annual 

Opus Programme allows independent watchmakers free reign to develop 

limited edition timepieces. Year on year, the collaborations have produced 

extraordinary and elaborate designs from eminent names that have 

consistently pushed the boundaries of watchmaking and intrigued the 

horological world. 

James Gurney
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For all the elegance of the Histoire de 

Tourbillon watch featured in QP35, 

Harry Winston means just one word 

to watch collectors and that word is 

Opus, the name given to the horological 

collaboration that Harry Winston has 

produced annually over the past decade. 

When the project first saw the light of 

day in 2001, the name seemed a touch 

on the portentous side, from today’s 

perspective; however, it could not be 

more appropriate. There is no other 

accolade that a rising watchmaker could 

waste even a second wanting. He (and 

so far it has been he) might appreciate 

the good opinion of award panels, but 

who remembers the 2006 winner of 

the complicated watch section of the 

Grand Prix d’Horology de Genève? Not 

me at any rate. Whereas almost anyone 

at all serious about watches could 

have a decent stab at who made which 

Opus. And, as the series has gone on, 

the roster of names involved means an 

instant (if not already deserved) boost 

of recognition and kudos. 

It helped, of course, that Max Büsser 

had the belief to go straight to the top 

– with François-Paul Journe to set the 

benchmark. Without this determination 

and commitment, the project would 

certainly have taken longer to achieve 

its critical mass both in terms of public 

acceptance and continued backing 

from a New York head office that was 

not exactly well-placed to understand 

the genius that is, say, Vianney Halter, 

or the value of a watch that has taken 

until this year to look like it might just 

function as planned. 

Having said that, Ronald Winston was 

closely involved in the development 

of Opus One, a personal backing that 

was crucial. “Our reputation is based 

on authentic worth [so I appreciated 

it when] early on in our discussions 

François-Paul explained to me how 

he spent a year and a half finding the 

right balance spring for a movement.” 

What the Opus One collection did, 

however, was to bring Journe to a new 

and slightly wider audience – at the 

time, Journe was highly respected but 

virtually unknown outside of serious 

collecting circles. The 18 watches made 

under the Opus One banner included 

six Chronomètre à Résonance and six 

Constant Force tourbillons, both of 

which had already seen the light of day 

under Journe’s own brand, but which 

looked completely different under the 

Harry Winston “uniform” developed 

for the series. As well as setting the 

standard for Harry Winston, Opus One 

Opus One

Middle: Opus Two tourbillon

Above: Opus Two tourbillon with perpetual calendar
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showed how the collaboration could 

benefit the partner - it was to present 

the Opus One that Journe first visited 

Japan and it was through a former 

director of Harry Winston’s division in 

Japan that he set up a store in Tokyo.

The next stage
Antoine Preziuso was the obvious 

collaborator for Opus Two and had, 

in fact, already worked extensively 

for Harry Winston. As early as 1994, 

Preziuso was in charge of casing  

the first Premier chronographs 

equipped with the Frederic Piguet 

1185 and between 1995 and 

1996 Antoine created two unique 

tourbillons and one minute repeater 

specially commissioned for clients of 

Harry Winston. 

“So, quickly after arriving at Harry 

Winston, I met up with Antoine, to 

get to know him, and we stayed 

in touch.  Antoine was therefore a 

clear choice when the Opus concept 

was created.  In fact we had already 

developed together the Opus Two 

Tourbillon by the time the Opus One 

was presented during Basel 2001,” 

said Büsser in an interview. 

The company had been working with 

independent watchmakers since 

the retrograde perpetual calendars 

of the 1980s (realised by one Jean-

Marc Wiederrecht). Again, the Opus 

Two wore a strong Harry Winston 

“uniform” – sapphires were used 

instead of rubies for the arbor jewels 

for example. In horological terms 

the watch was a précis of Preziuso’s 

style and approach – the mystery 

style winding system preserves the 

symmetry of the bridges. Remember 

too that such an open design was still 

highly radical in 2001 – the crustier 

conservatives were still frothing 

about open casebacks.

It was, however, with Opus 3 that 

the project earned its reputation as 

a vehicle for pushing the boundaries 

of watchmaking. Vianney Halter had 

already garnered a reputation as an 

iconoclast in design terms. Eschewing 

the more classical than thou approach 

that was almost mandatory in the 

late 1990s, Halter made the watches 

that he thought Captain Nemo might 

wear. If he but knew it, he was one 

of the first “steam-punk” designers 

in watchmaking. But the watch 

Halter came up with for Opus 3 was 

astonishing. I remember wearing the 

prototype for a few days in advance of 

a shoot and people who I showed it to 

just stared in wonder. 

Even now, when bizarre watches 

are almost commonplace, the Opus 

3 still brings all sorts of strange 

similes to mind, from calcified sea 

anemones to a Lego brick. Inspired 

by the Curta mechanical calculators 

designed by the Austrian engineer 

Curt Herzstark, Opus 3 was a brave 

horological adventure even more 

than a design one. Behind the simple 

display lies a host of technical hurdles 

that are only now being successfully 

cleared, not least the way the date 

in the centre row is replaced by the 

last four seconds of every minute –  

Opus Three

Opus Four

Antoine Preziuso was always  
a clear choice for a collaborator  
and had, in fact, developed  
the Opus Two Tourbillon by the  
time Opus One was presented 

ST237_17_QP38_Complete_01.indd   36 16/9/09   19:18:08



Brands | 37Avant-garde | 37

Opus V

Opus 6

Opus 7

OPUS FOUR

Limited edition of 20 pieces – 18 in platinum and  
two in platinum set with diamonds.

Christophe Claret: A master of chiming watches, 
Claret trained at Geneva’s Watchmaking School 
before starting his own company in 1989. His 
workshops are famed for supplying highly 
complicated movements to a number of brands.

Movement: Manually wound mechanical tourbillon, 
repeating on the hours, quarters and minutes on 
cathedral gongs. Time indication on both sides  
(case turning on the lugs), large moon phase display 
and date.

OPUS ONE

Limited edition of 18 watches - six pieces each of 
three movements.

François-Paul Journe: Widely held as a Breguet for 
the modern era, Journe deploys a single-minded and 
ultra-purist approach to watchmaking, summed up by 
creations such as the Chronomètre à Résonance.

Movement: Opus One 5 Day Automatic, Opus One 
Resonance Chronometer, Opus One Tourbillon.

OPUS TWO

Limited edition of 24 watches (12 Opus Two 
tourbillon and 12 Opus Two tourbillon with perpetual 
calendar).

Antoine Preziuso: Another watchmaker’s watchmaker, 
Preziuso is driven by fine craftsmanship on a 
miniature scale. After years of perfecting his patented 
striking mechanism Preziuso exhibited his first 
collection in Basel in 1994.

Movement: Antoine Preziuso mechanical tourbillon 
with remontage mystérieux. Skeleton movement 
with hand-made angled and polished bridges.

OPUS THREE

Limited edition of 55 pieces.

Vianney Halter: Classically trained but very much  
a free thinker, Halter restored clocks and watches 
before founding his own company. His first 
collection, Antiqua, launched at Basel 1998.

Movement: Manually wound mechanical movement 
with full digit display and no hands. Digit display  
by means of ten discs incorporated into the bottom 
plate indicating hours, minutes, seconds and date.

9 lives
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OPUS V

Limited edition of 100 pieces.

Felix Baumgartner: Baumgartner began his career  
as an independent watchmaker in 1995 and 
established his own brand, the much lauded  
Urwerk Geneve, in 1997.

Movement: Mechanical off-centred movement with 
satellite hour display and retrograde minute hand 
moving over a 120º counter.

OPUS 6

Limited edition of six pieces.

Greubal Forsey: Micromechanical engineer Robert 
Greubel had already worked for IWC and Renaud  
& Papi when he met English watchmaker and  
ex-Asprey’s restorer Stephen Forsey in 1992. 
Together, Greubel Forsey have a reputation  
rivalled only by Journe.

Movement: Manually wound mechanical tourbillon 
with 288 components.

OPUS 7

Limited edition of 50 pieces.

Andreas Strehler: With a passion for art nouveau  
and art deco, Strehler produced several movements 
for leading brands before creating Zwei in 2000 –  
a watch that indicated hours, minutes, date and  
month with just two hands.

Movement: Manually wound mechanical movement 
with alternating display of hours, minutes and power 
reserve by means of pushing the crown.

OPUS 8

Limited edition of 50 pieces.

Frédéric Garinaud & CSH: With a background in naval 
mechanics and a stint as technical office manager at 
Audemars Piguet under his belt, Garinaud eventually 
founded la Cellule des Spécialités Horlogères (CSH) 
with the aim of bringing ultra-modern training to 
every area of watchmaking.

Movement: Manually wound with mechanical digital 
display module creating a 3D digital time display  
”on request”. 

OPUS 9

Limited edition of 100 pieces.

Jean-Marc Wiederecht and Eric Giroud: In 1989, 
master of mechanical modules Wiederrecht 
collaborated with Harry Winston to develop its first 
timepiece, the Excenter Perpetual Calendar. Giroud 
too has worked with Harry Winston on developing 
timepieces, including the award-winning Tourbillon 
Glissiere. This latest coming together combines 
precise engineering, inspired architecture and the 
world’s finest diamonds.

Movement: Automatic, self-winding using a chain 
system. Traditional watch hands and dial have been 
replaced by two parallel diamond chains. Each chain 
consists of 33 diamonds and one garnet, which 
indicates the correct hour and minute.

Opus 8

Opus 9
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Further Information:  www.harrywinston.com
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a complication that Harry Winston must 

have been highly tempted to drop.

The subsequent Opus editions have 

followed the mould set and have 

continued to represent the leading 

edge of watchmaking. There is not 

enough space here to look at each in 

detail, but before looking at Opus 9, 

one of the most remarkable qualities 

of the series is the way that a cohesive 

Harry Winston uniform has been 

applied so successfully across a range 

of wildly diverse watches. 

The success of the Opus series can 

be gauged by the crowds waiting 

to see Opus 9, as it was unveiled at 

Baselworld earlier this year. Those 

who did get the chance to examine 

the watch in detail and talk with its 

creators Jean-Marc Wiederrecht and 

Eric Giraud were not disappointed. 

Appropriately for Harry Winston,  

Opus 9 uses diamond-set belts to show 

the time, while mandarin red garnets 

indicate the hours and minutes. As 

with Opus 3, a truly striking and simple 

way of telling the time masks some 

impressively creative technical thinking. 

The diamonds are invisibly mounted on 

intricate brass chains that are designed 

to present the movement with minimal 

inertia and friction, sufficient, according 

to Wiederrecht that the movement is 

within completely standard ranges in 

terms of the torque that it produces – 

quite an achievement if you compare 

the weight of the chain and diamonds 

with a simple pair of hands.

That Opus 9 was engineered by 

Wiederrecht, all the more fitting, as 

it is 20 years since he developed the 

retrograde date indicators for the 

Excenter Perpetual Calendar - Harry 

Winston’s first watch. Giraud, the 

designer responsible for the challenge 

presented to Wiederrecht also has 

Harry Winston form having worked on 

the stunning Glissiere.  8

The Opus 9 masterminds Jean-Marc Wiederecht and Eric Giroud

Opus 9 moodboard

The success of the 
Opus series can be 
gauged by the 
crowds waiting to 
see Opus 9, as it  
was unveiled at 
Baselworld 
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