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The asymmetric design of the overlapping dials of  
the Arty forces the wearer to read the time from left  
to right – hours and minutes first, followed by seconds.
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The design team chez Chaumet has decided 

that as a jeweller, its pursuit should be to 

develop the watch as a beautiful object, much 

like a jewel. Enter the ‘Arty’ that takes this 

idea one step further. According to Chaumet’s 

Artistic Director Lionel Giraud: “This watch has 

been conceived more as an object of design 

than a classic watch. It is, beyond all, a very 

beautiful and refined object. To sum up, the 

Dandy Edition Arty is two things: an object and 

a variation of the colour black.”

Look closely and the sleek cushion-shaped case 

and details are refined to nuances: intellectual 

plays of black on black, an alchemy of matt and 

polished surfaces, elusive hair breadth stripes 

guillochéd into glossy black planes. “What 

characterises the Dandy Edition Arty is the 

different balance of its features,” adds Giraud, 

“it is more modern with the black sapphire 

case, which is a very contemporary inspiration, 

close to the new high-technologies, such as 

the iPhone. It is more fashionable with its 

shiny calfskin strap, and finally, the classic side 

is enhanced by the winding crown positioned 

at 12 o’clock,” explains Giraud.

“A real work on the light has been done with 

this watch: it plays with the colour black, just 

like Soulages’ paintings,” says Giraud referring 

to Pierre Soulages the contemporary French 

abstract artist. Soulages fills huge canvasses 

with strokes of thickly daubed black oil paint 

using a plaster knife, large housepainters’ 

brushes and rubber spatulas. The shimmer of 

other colours, particularly blue, appears below 

the contours of the light-reflecting landscapes 

of black paint.

Paint It 
Black

4 What sort of a man’s watch can one expect from a 220-year-old 

company more commonly known for its tiaras? The answer is  

very aptly addressed in the latest horological offering from 

Chaumet: the Dandy ‘Arty’ edition.

Maria Doulton
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The “Arty” comes in two variants: the straight –up stainless steel three 

hand model or a limited edition pink gold jumping hours. Time is read off 

two juxtaposed and overlapping counters with the smaller of the two 

employed to track seconds. Both feature an enigmatic dial design with 

the two counters, like craters, sunk into a sea of shiny black. Where the 

sapphire-crystal or the dark lacquer of the dial starts and stops is difficult 

to work out from the taut minimalist lines of this watch. Move the watch 

in the sunlight and a blue hue floats delicately over the dial. A clever anti-

reflective coating with a blue tinge has been applied to the inside of the 

glass, creating a tantalising effect that adds to the tactile, object d’art feel 

of this timepiece.

Bright young things
Chaumet for the past 15 years has had its watch workshops in Bienne 

and the Dandy has always been a mechanical watch following the 

principle that anything precious should be mechanical. Up until the 

appearance of these new models, the Dandy had been fitted with either 

ETA movements or, for the more complicated watches, movements 

supplied by the likes of sister company Zenith. The ‘Arty’ goes one 

step further and is powered by a new calibre, the automatic calibre 

CP12V-V for the three-hander and the CP12V-III for the jumping hours. 

The movement has been developed by “a renowned Geneva-based 

workshop” and offers a 42-hour power reserve. The inner workings are 

decorated with the same attention to detail as the case and dial. The 

now familiar stripes adorn the base plate and sapphire-crystal case back 

while the ‘circle within a cushion’ shape of the case is etched onto the 

rotor. Screws are fired to a pleasing shade of blue.

The jumping hours is particularly attractive in its minimalist solution to 

tracking three different measurements of time. A gold-framed window at 

9 o’clock on the main dial that, at first glance, looks like a date window, 

offers a digit for the hour. The lone faceted and tapered gold minutes 

hand, with a certain surrealist drama, sweeps unhindered across the dial. 

Next door, on the small dial, time is diligently counted off by the second 

and, as it happens, seconds hand. The contrast of black and rose gold 

is handled with a light touch. The rose gold is a detail, a foil to the inky 

hued dial rather than a mass of ostentatious metal.

Though boldly contemporary, the design of the Dandy dates back to a 

1920s poster advertising a tiara in the Empress Josephine style with a 

striped or bayadère background. It is these same stripes that run through 

the dial of the Dandy. The watch’s asymmetry is influenced by Naturalist 

style of the period and the squared-off circle cushion shape is derived 

from the Renaissance principle of the golden ratio, a mathematical 

formula that provides the most aesthetically pleasing proportions  

Despite the historical design 
references, there is nothing cloyingly 

nostalgic in the design of the Arty

The different shades and 
textures of black involved 
in the watch are pulled 
together by the tuxedo 
stripes running the length 
of the strap in an intriguing 
partnership of patent 
leather and satin.
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for design. Despite the historical design references, there is 

nothing cloyingly nostalgic in the design of the Arty. This is a 

watch that wears its history with an air of insouciance.

The name Dandy comes from Chaumet’s tradition of 

providing the most elegant men with accessories such as 

tie pins, shirt studs, cuff links and signet rings as well as 

other adornments that caught the eye of dashing men 

such as the über-dandy Prince Anatole Demidoff, Marquis 

de Montesquiou and Sacha Guitry. The watch was 

conceived as an elegant dress watch on a silk “tuxedo” 

strap to match your evening wear, that supposedly 

includes patent leather shoes and the flash of a silk 

cummerbund or bow tie.

In a year of conservative watch offerings, the Arty stands out 

from the plethora of re-hashed horological favourites. Like 

Hollywood, the watch industry has of late relied on sequels to 

blockbusters to see it through turbulent times. But Chaumet 

has gone out on a limb and the results are spectacular. This is 

one cool watch that shows that the French do chic like no one 

else. My only criticism is the name Arty. A churlish complaint as 

to have called it “Art” would have landed Chaumet on the well-

trodden path of presumption. A small quibble, soon forgotten 

when gazing into this inscrutable play of dark and light.  8 

Resolutely minimalist, the Dandy Edition Arty retains the collection’s 
trademark cushion-shaped case, emphasised through the tone on tone  
colour and the midnight blue hues of the black sapphire crystal.

The CP12V-V caliber automatic movement has a 42-hour power reserve and 
provides an off-centred display of hours, minutes and seconds. The bayadère 
stripes are continued on the automatic caliber and the crystal back of the case.

Further information: www.chaumet.com 
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