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and the Louvre
2 No single name dominates the history of watchmaking, as does Abraham-Louis 

Breguet. As a watchmaker he had few peers, but as both a watchmaker and man 

of affairs he was peerless. Breguet not only made the best watches, but won 

the best commissions. He counted both Marie Antoinette and the revolutionary 

government as clients and his watches were in the pockets of both Napoleon 

and Wellington at Waterloo.

James Gurney

No. 5 quarter-repeating self-winding 
watch, 1789-94. Sold to Count 
Journiac Saint-Méard in March 1794.
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That the Louvre is staging an exhibition 

of his work only raises the question of 

why not before. Part of the reason lies in 

the amount of time it has taken Montres 

Breguet to build the collection that 

forms the backbone of the exhibition 

and to complete the Marie Antoinette 

replica – an epic achievement for the 

watchmakers at Breguet that was cruelly 

overshadowed by the reappearance of 

the original some decades after its theft 

from an Israeli museum. 

Opened at the end of June, the Louvre’s 

incredible retrospective of Breguet’s 

work combining watches, clocks and 

measuring instruments – along with 

various portraits, archival documents 

and a long list of patents – the exhibition 

depicts a watchmaker at the apogee of 

his craft, someone who has arguably 

contributed more than anyone else to the 

development of horology.

The work on display, of which there are 

an impressive 146 exhibits, was amassed 

by the diligent and scholarly research 

of curator Marc Bascou, with extensive 

and enthusiastic support from CEO of 

Montres Breguet Nicolas G. Hayek, the 

Louvre’s own Director Henri Loyrette 

and custodians of numerous important 
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collections, such as The British Royal 

Collection, Musée des Arts et Métiers 

(Paris), The Kremlin Museum (Moscow), 

and the Swiss National Museum (Zurich). 

The exhibition is split into several sections, 

covering Breguet’s entire career, from the 

completion of his apprenticeship in 1762; 

to the high profile commissions of Louis 

XVI, the Duke of Orleans and of course 

Marie Antoinette; from his unsettled yet 

productive years in exile, as revolution 

ravaged Paris; to the prosperity following 

the return of the Bourbon’s in 1814. 

The central showcase quite sensibly 

hones in on Breguet’s most celebrated 

achievements: his tourbillon regulator, 

which won him a gold medal at the 1801 

National Exhibition of Industrial Products; 

the constant force escapement that was 

patented on 9th March 1798; as well as a 

number of stunning pieces bought by King 

George IV of England.

The show will be running at the Louvre 

until 7th September this year and is a 

must see for watch enthusiasts and the 

general public alike. Later this autumn 

the exhibition will travel on to Moscow, 

Los Angeles, Tokyo and, hopefully, the 

British Museum.  8

Further information: Open daily, except Tuesdays, 9am to 6pm (late night viewing 
until 10 pm, Wednesdays and Fridays). Access to the exhibition is included in the 
admission to the permanent collection and cost €9. www.louvre.fr 
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a1&2, No. 45 gold cased pocket watch. Shows Gregorian and Republican 
calendars. Sold to the Duke of Praslin on 7th February 1806.  B No. 3778 
travel clock. Bronze box, guilloched silver dial, sold to Princess Demidoff in 
1842.  c No. 1320 Quarter-repeating watch made for the Turkish market. 
Double enamelled gold case, enamel dial with Turkish numerals, Breguet blued 
steel hands and ruby cylinder escapement. Sold to Mr. Esseid Ali Eddendi for 
the Sultan of Beykan on 31st August 1804.  d No. 3196 Twin barrel marine 
chronometer in a mahogany box with brass hinges and handles. The dial is 
made from silvered metal, with subdials indicating hours and minutes above 
the second dial. Sold to the Minister of Marine on 14th January 1822.  e No. 
3066 half-quarter repeating watch in a guilloched gold case and guilloched 
silver dial. Features a large aperture for phases of the moon, with a ruby 
cylinder escapement.  f No. 4009 Double Seconds watch. Forerunner to 
the modern chronometer in a gold case and silver guilloched dial. Sold to Mr. 
Whaley on 6th January 1825.  g Patent for Abraham-Louis Breguet of 9th 
March 1798 for the constant force escapement.  h No. 611 Small medallion 
tact watch has a blue enamelled gold case, arrow inlaid with diamonds, tactile 
parts comprising round diamonds, silver dial and a ruby cylinder escapement. 
Sold to Josephine Bonaparte on 18th February 1800.  i No. 180 Gold ring 
watch with winding and setting by means of a crown (right); while alarm 
function set by a smaller crown (left), and when it goes off sends a small 
pin into the back of the finger. Gold dial with off-centre circle of Roman 
numerals and small seconds dial at XII, Breguet blued steel hands and cylinder 
escapement. Sold to Prince Alexandre Demidoff on 18th October 1836.

ST237_16_QP37_Complete_02.indd   83 20/7/09   12:45:20




