
8 Hidden away in the forgotten Czech town of Nove Mesto, the 

watchmaking house Prim has been steadily and assuredly 

getting on with business. Since 1949 the company has 

produced over 15 million mechanical watches, they are worn 

by presidents and premiership footballers and they offer an 

experience quite unheard of in Western horology.

Pavel Hruza

During its early days, Prim were producing 

hundreds and thousands of watches per 

year – an output to rival even today’s mass 

producers – they were a household name that 

flourished in what was then Czechoslovakia 

and the surrounding Eastern Bloc. But the 

nationalised “command economy”, which 

had grown throughout the 1950s and 60s, 

begans to wane in the 1970s. A decline that 

had a severe effect on Prim, who were already 

reeling from the new, cheaper quartz watches 

that were beginning to appear on the market. 

A further blow was dealt following “Velvet 

Revolution” of 1989, for as the communist 

structure collapsed a feverish privatisation 

process took hold, dissolving the traditional 

markets and leaving Prim struggling to hold 

onto any sort of trademark.

The company survived, desipite its 

beleaguered state and throughout the ensuing 

turmoil as the new democracy of the Czech 

Republic took shape. Today Prim is a self-

confident manufacture, producing small series 

of mechanical watches and unique pieces, all 

developed and completed in-house; both cases 

and calibres. It’s a similar story to that of some 

of the German brands from Glashütte; Prim, 

(Below) Prim workshop.

Prim movements are all 
made in-house and over the 
company’s 60 year history there 
have been 19 different calibres.
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The Frantisek Kupka was named 
after a Czech Cubist and Abstract 
artist who was a native of a 
neighbouring town. The watch has 
an automatic movement (Kal. 73), a 
stainless steel case and a distinctive 
assymetric dial design, with blued 
steel hands. Limited to 88 pieces. Czech Made
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Customers who experience the process of 
manufacturing their own watch sooner  
or later come back for another go

Linea is a self-winding three-handed watch with date ring, the case  
has been finished with a Damscus Steel effect. The standard model  
costs £699.70.

Pavouk is a classic retro-looking watch with three hands 
and the date. £3,100.

Spartak automatic wristwatch with small-seconds, and date in a yellow 
gold case and black dial.

Sport Igen 45 with a chunky robust steel case 
and self-winding movement. £2,200.30.
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however, have made it without any capital from the 

outside and without any advertising. 

Although Nove Mesto translates into New 

Town, the Prim factory sits in an old picturesque 

quarter, surrounded in architecture of sleepy 

granduer and rich orange rooftops. Inside, the 

business of making watches is conducted on a 

hodgepodge mix of old and new machinery. The 

apron-clad watchmakers go about their daily 

duties in dusty, cluttered rooms, by loud, greasy 

drilling equipment and upon tables smooth 

with the patina of age. All of which adds up  

to a sense of long established tradition, free from 

any sort of contrived brand imaging; a type of old 

fashion authenticity often lost within the sales-

focussed Western industry. 

Bohemian style
Yearly production is no where near what it once 

was, but the standard collection has five distinct 

categories – Retro, Classic, Style, Sports and 

Extreme – and range from the simple and elegant 

Linea 36, with its round stainless steel case, 

black dial and simple automatic movement, to 

the radical-looking, heavy duty Rider, sold with a 

biker’s neckerchief!  

(Inspiration for the Rider watch, or so the story 

goes, came soon after Czech Republic was hit by 

floods in 2002. The manoeuvrability of motorbikes 

made them a particularly suitable means of getting 

around the saturated cities and as such became far 

more popular. Spotting the gap in the market, Prim 

designed a hardwearing, highly legible watch, which 

could be worn over a leather cuff.)

Beyond the collection, though, the brand offer a 

much more individual experience. For those looking 

for something of the personal touch, Prim open the 

doors to their customers, inviting their involvement 

from the development of the initial sketches, to the 

CAD drawings, through to the final construction. 

This customisation is no mere trumped up choice for 

case material, instead it can involve the designing 

of completely new cases, dials and hands. It is here 

that Prim believe they really differ from Western 

horology; being present throughout the building 

of your own unique watch must be something of 

an adventure. Brand manager Jan Prokop believes 

that “customers who experience the process of 

manufacturing their own watch sooner or later 

come back for another go”.

This year is the brand’s 60th birthday, an occasion 

for which the R&D department have been 

frantically working away on two new in-house 

calibre. The manually wound Kal.94 and the 

automatic Kal.98, two robust and reliable calibres, 

will become the base movement for all future 

Prim watches and are expected to be ready by 

November 2009.  8

Further information: www.prim.cz

Rider Q is a quartz powered watch design for motorcyclists 
and it comes with a biker’s neckachief. £1,149.50.

Brand Manager Jan Prokop.
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