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3	 Baselworld is the pivot on which the watch industry’s calendar (and 

hopes) are balanced. Each Spring this most historic of Swiss cities 

plays host to thousands of people, as new products are shown, orders 

taken and pulses checked. 

Postcards 
From The Fair
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There was little surprise that this year the event would be 

dogged with concerns about the leaden state of the economy. 

The slump is upon us and the affect can be felt by a collective 

tightening of purse strings, but for those interested in watches, 

the show has a wonderful ability to quell such warnings, for 

inside the buzz and excitement was palpable. 

The scale of the operation and the sheer volume of watches on 

offer can be utterly overwhelming and a seasoned visitor will no 

doubt tell you to make a realistic plan of brands you are interested 

in and stick to it, rather than attempting to absorb everything 

there is to see. But even with a rigidly defined itinerary, the task 

of picking one’s favourites can lead to countless revisions. 

For the moment, however, the QP top-five begins with a 

perennial Baselworld delight, Maurice Lacroix, more specifically, 

their Masterpiece Le Chronographe Squelette. Nowhere near as 

audacious as last year’s Mémoire 1, the brand has returned to 

the job of applying their prodigious skill within the framework of 

traditional craft. 

Next on the list, and perhaps number #1 for style, elegance 

and poise, is the Boucheron Reflect in pink gold. The delicate 

harmony of the dial and the richness of the furrowed pink gold 

case combine to ooze Parisian chic – a highly covetable watch.     

Stepping off the beaten track for a moment, the Urwerk 103 T  

is a fantastic example of the breadth of contemporary 

watchmaking. This, Urwerk’s latest interpretation of the 103 

family, is nicknamed The Tarantula, for the eight legs that make 

up the titanium cross structure can leave a slightly arachnid 

impression of the watch.

Scattered across the horological firmament there is one  

brand that shines particularly bright. The watches of Gruebel 

Forsey are simply astonishing and this year’s remodelling 

of the Quadruple Tourbillon à Différential Sphérique is  

no exception. The new black dial and rose gold case work 

perfectly with the mechanical pyrotechnics that make up the 

quadruple tourbillons. 

Last but not least, Favre-Leuba is a watchmaker who, at least 

to my mind, does not receive the credit they deserve. The A. 

Schild Edition Limitée is one particularly interesting model, for 

underneath the semi-transparent dial there is a self-winding 

mechanical movement built from original 1967 parts.   

carson chan – Bonham, hong Kong.
First choice goes to the Omega Ploprof - I love this watch!  

I love the original one and find it very exciting to see it 

reintroduced. The new one is 1200 m waterproof - where the old 

one, Omega’s answer to the Rolex Deepsea, was capable of only 

600 m. The new movement also features the co-xial movement, 

and given the anniversary of this innovation, this only works to 

improve this watch’s appeal.
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Boucheron Reflect. 
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You have to see the Concord Quantum to believe it. The liquid power 

reserve indicator, the extended tourbillon cage mounted with 

bridge like cable, everything about this watch is mind-boggling.  

Hublot’s new anti-counterfeit USB box, where you plug in the 

watch after purchase for product registration, was an interesting 

innovation at the show. As a whole, I think Hublot is very strong 

in leading the industry.

The relatively new Swiss made UK brand, Bremont, has a simply 

amazing story. Two brothers started the company based on 

shared passions for both watchmaking and aviation (jet fighter 

ejection seats are even used to test the shock absorption limit 

of the watches). We rarely see this kind of company anymore, 

most of what we see today are profit driven endeavours and it’s 

refreshing to see things can be done differently.

The Harry Winston Opus 9 offers yet another inspired way to display 

time.  Eric Giroud - the watch designer of the century - has done it 

again.  Elegant, functional; he’s combined beauty with technology.  

Ken Kessler
If someone has published a count of all the watches launched 

at Basel, I’ve yet to see it. But given that it surely must be in 

the thousands, how does a watch lover choose but five stand-

outs? Does one succumb to the obvious masterpieces, like 

Harry Winston’s Opus 9, with two chains of diamonds and a 

couple of garnets telling the time? It that too rare, too limited? 

Should I merely pander to my own lust for military watches with 

Longines’ replica of the “W.W.W.”?

Even easier would be to dwell in the past with this year’s other 

super-cool reissue, the Zenith El Primero “Anniversary” edition. 

Or maybe I should – simply – be greedy, and covet an entirely 

new line-up, which would include Tudor’s chunky-and-funky 

selection for 2009 and surely the best re-style in years?

Instead, in addition to those four, I’ll devote this year’s top 

honour to something that managed to press all the horological 

buttons, without ignoring the omnipresent “New Austerity”. The 

best watch of the show for this purist just has to be Chronoswiss’ 
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Chronoswiss Sauterelle 70.
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first true <manufacture> watch, the Sauterelle 70, with its in-

house, manual-wind movement, classically clean dial, dead-beat 

seconds and blued-steel dagger hands. Discreet, subtle, yet bold 

enough to start conversations. Expensive although not obscene. 

It doesn’t get much better than that. Unless, you prefer the 71, 

which is a regulator. Me? I’ll take either.

Simon de Burton
Call me old fashioned, but the ‘revived 45s’ get me every time. 

Except in this instance, and with a brief return to SIHH, it was 

the ‘revived ‘21’, in the form of Vacheron Constantin’s re-make 

of its delectable pink gold driver’s watch in which ‘12’ sits at 

the top right hand corner, just below the winding crown. It’s 

fabulously Gatsby and I love it. Piaget also caught my attention 

with its superbly finished and somewhat ‘70s Emperador 

Coussin regulator, which deftly combines a pink gold case with 

a deep blue dial and strap while, at the other end of the scale, 

I couldn’t help but be amazed by Richard Mille’s audacious RM 

025 chronograph divers watch. At £300,000 - plus, would you 

dare wear it in the bath, never mind on the seabed? 

Yet in these credit crunch times, should we be even thinking of such 

outrageous indulgences? Well, even if sack cloth and ashes really 

are the order of the day, I refuse to go without a decent mechanical 

timepiece, so I’ll choose the budget-conscious Victorinox Infantry 

Vintage Mecha at the ridiculously good-value price of £695. How 

do they do it? I don’t know, but when things pick up a bit, I’d also 

like to add Christophe Claret’s Dual Tow to my collection. Yes, it 

costs around £316,000 and it looks totally far-out, but what will 

one of a 68-piece limited edition, by one of the greatest horological 

innovators of our age, be worth in years to come?

alex Doak
Being my sixth Basel on the trot, you’d have thought the sheer 

amount of trotting involved would be well learned. Apparently 

not, as it rapidly transpired – I committed the schoolboy error of 

purchasing new shoes immediately prior to the fair; the four days 

of the year when one finds oneself on foot the most. By Saturday, 

wincing and groaning my way between appointments, I almost 

dared venture into the city centre to purchase a pair of pumps – 

but took one look at the incessant rain and thought better of it. 

All in all, a fairly miserable affair, compounded by this year’s 

predictably quieter proceedings. However, there were a few 

rare beacons glimmering through the drizzle. The first was Bell 

& Ross’ new sense of humour, which gleefully converts the 

Instrument from cockpit clock into a Radar screen and a Compass. 

The second and third were to be found on ‘Swatch Plaza’: faithful 

reissues of the chunky Omega Seamaster Ploprof (‘Plongeur 

Professional’) and Longines’ WWW (‘waterproof wristwatch’). 

They ain’t broke, so they didn’t fix ’em.

Rose gold is still everywhere, and Patek Philippe has judiciously 

spiced up my favourite, the 10-Day Tourbillon, with this warm 

metal. And, at the other end of the scale, chunky Terminatoresque 

techiness is still in – reaching a zenith this year with Concord’s 

C1 QuantumGravity. Testament to how hyperactive BNB Concept 

are these days, this adventure playground of a watch took them 

a mere 6 months to turn around for the recently rejuventated 

Movado brand, and it’s simply astounding.

Elsewhere, Harry Winston did a far classier job of incorporating 

two conveyor belts into a watch than Christophe Claret; and 

Daniel Roth finally ate a few hot dinners, and puffed out 

its chest with the Endurer – so named for the fact it’ll have 

to endure a barrage of comparisons to the Nautilus, before 

eventually standing the test of time – if for nothing else then for 

its shockingly low price point of €9,100.

Richard Mille RM 025 Tourbillon Chronograph Diver’s Watch.
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Victorinox Infantry Vintage.
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Maria Doulton
The cleansing airs of credit crunch blew through the vast halls of 

Baselworld, sweeping away much of the superfluous offerings 

and clutter that previously made liking watches such hard 

work. Gone were almost all the examples of the “just because 

we can” genre of watches: whether another fully iced-up diving 

watch or an even bigger and better wrist-mounted time-telling 

contraption. Sober, clean lines were the name of the game and 

much-loved classics provided a horological security blanket in 

these times of need.

Absolute top for the sense of humour has to be Hublot’s 

reincarnation of the clearly passé Million Dollar watch: where 

there were once diamonds, now there are rubber studs – genius 

and I wonder if anyone will notice the difference.

Zenith’s return to classic good looks was a welcome relief and 

the three hand Elite Class in rose gold with a guilloche dial is still 

on my list of top watches. 

In touch with reality, Tissot presented the Couturier, a mechanical 

chronograph with the new ETA CO1.211 movement for a mere 

£475, which deserves recognition for proving that “mechanical” 

is not a justification for hoodwinking the innocent punter  - and 

it’s not bad looking either.

Beyond styling, Breitling was the biggest news of the fair with 

the unveiling of its capacity to produce in-house some 40,000 

movements a year, an output that only Rolex and ETA can claim 

to match. This accomplishment outshines almost every other 

complication on offer at the fair.
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Daniel Roth Endurer.
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Further Information: www.baselworld.com

But if I could walk away with just one watch, budget not an 

issue, it would have to be Patek Philippe’s new chocolate brown 

manual winding Calatrava. Classic and predictable I know, but it 

is quite delicious.

William Asprey – William & Sons
Every time I go to the Basel fair I am hoping to find something 

that is really going to excite me, whether it be a watch or a piece 

of jewellery. This year the main focus was on jewellery, but I 

can never keep away from the watches and we had a number of 

appointments with brands we stock and some we are considering.

I was drinking fine Scotch whisky with Eric Loth of Graham at 

5.30 in the afternoon on the 25th March, which is always a good 

way to start the fair!! The Graham “Tourbillograph” was one of the 

highlights of the fair and has been very successful. It was great to 

see Neil Duckworth back in action with Bucherer and we spent time 

with him looking at the brand. I saw Marcus and Edward Margulies, 

not only at the airport, but also at Hublot and I was shown the new 

additions to the range.  Still a very strong Brand that is thriving 

under the energetic and passionate guidance of Mr Bivar.  

I always spend time in Hall 5 and this year it was sad not to see 

Romain Gauthier exhibiting.  I did however have a chat with him 

when I spotted him eating a sandwich outside Hall 3!!  He is 

working hard and still producing very fine watches that appeal to 

the real collectors.  Kari Voutalainen, another small independent, 

was in Hall 5, but without anything new for this year, although 

he tells me that next year he will, so I am waiting with interest 

to see what wondrous thing he produces.

I also spent time with Daniel Zimmerman at H. Moser and they are 

coming along nicely following fresh investment in the company, 

and I look forward to receiving more of their watches at the shop.

Overall Basel was quieter this year than in previous years and 

the footfall was down.  However, quality will always sell and 

there are some great new products coming to the market and it 

appears that these items have been well received and sold well.  

There is always a huge choice and in difficult times we need to 

be very careful in our selection and only buy the best.  8   
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