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Watchmakers seem utterly addicted to anniversaries, 

special and commemorative editions, to the extent that 

these editions represent a case-study in the law of 

diminishing returns, so ignore for a moment that the Sotirio 

Bulgari is named after the man who founded the company 

in 1884, because behind the anniversary noise is a watch 

that marks something else, something more tangible and 

of much, much greater interest. 

The Sotirio Bulgari represents the moment when Bulgari 

completed the transformation from a jewellery company 

that made watches, to an out-and-out watchmaker; a 

process that has its roots in the purchase of Gerald Genta 

and Daniel Roth from the Hourglass in 2001, but began in 

earnest in 2005 when Bulgari joined the race to secure 

critical suppliers such as dial and case makers.

Come together
Bulgari completed their hand in January 2008 with the 

acquisition of Finger SA, a case maker based in Lengnau 

– and that was as close to the top of the market as 

possible, “chapeau” to the sellers. In any event, the hand 

is now complete enough to have earned the company  

the right to refer to themselves as a manufacture, at least 

Full House 
1 The Sotirio Bulgari is being launched at Baselworld in a limited edition of 

125 pieces in each of yellow, pink and white gold versions, to celebrate the 

anniversary of the Roman company’s foundation. QP believes that the Sotirio 

Bulgari is more important than that.

James Gurney
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Sotirio Bulgari is available in limited editions  
of 125 in yellow, pink and white gold and is 
fitted with the BVL 250 caliber movement, 
visible through the Officier caseback. Prices 
from £18,000.
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in relation to their higher end watches. 

To be fair, Bulgari studiously avoid  

what is, in watchmaking circles, a highly 

loaded term.

With Finger now part of the group, the 

Sotirio Bulgari is the brand’s first complete 

manufacture watch, conceived and made 

entirely within the company. A case 

could be made for the Assioma, which 

involved the same suppliers, however, 

if you accept that concepts such as 

“manufacture” and “verticalisation” have 

any meaning then it is the Sotirio Bulgari 

that counts. This is because the key to 

these ideas is the relationship between 

the different players and how this effects 

what is actually made – particularly at 

the design and concept stage. When 

Francesco Trapani calls Laurent Ryser of 

Cadrans Design to discuss the dial of the 

Sotirio Bulgari, and the CEO of Bulgari 

is nothing if not hands-on where the 

watches are concerned, there has to be 

a subtle difference in the conversation’s 

dynamic now that the relationship is 

intra-company rather than client-supplier.

The contribution made by Cadrans Design, 

Finger and bracelet maker, Prestige D’Or, 

to Bulgari’s haute horlogerie “assortment” 

has been critical. The contrast between 

what was on offer five years ago and what 

Bulgari make today is nearly a perfect 

visual definition of what haute horlogerie 

actually means. The 2004 collection 

from Bulgari is fine in itself, but does not 

compare to the contemporary offer. 

With the dial made by Cadrans Design 

and the case by Finger, the Sotirio 

Bulgari has been conceived in a far more 

fully three-dimensional way than earlier 

Bulgari watches. This is clearly apparent 

from the images shown here, with its 

contrasting layers and finishes. You do 

32 | Anniversary

in relation to their higher end watches. 

To be fair, Bulgari studiously avoid 

what is, in watchmaking circles, a highly 

ST237_12_QP35_Complete_03.indd   32 6/3/09   17:51:44



Anniversary | 33Anniversary | 33

not need to know the names of the various finishing techniques 

involved to appreciate the quality the Sotirio Bulgari dials 

represent, the crispness and definition are simply there to be 

seen and admired.

What is not visible, but is, perhaps, of equal or even greater 

importance, is that this is a design realised within constraints 

that less ambitious and more commercially vulnerable suppliers 

would have refused or at least watered down before accepting. 

Verticalisation makes it possible for smaller units such as 

Cadrans Design to take greater risks at the design stage, than 

might otherwise be possible. And this, in turn, means that the 

final watch is closer to the Roman designer’s original idea, 

allowing Bulgari to achieve more closely their aim of maintaining 

an Italian flavour, even in watches made closer to the Danube 

than the Tiber.

High calibre
Unsurprisingly, the movement is made to a level of finish that 

matches the care taken with other elements. The Bulgari calibre 

250 reflects the design of the dial side and repays the closest 

attention, though what Bulgari calls “bi-axial côtes de Genève” 

looks misplaced.

the crispness and definition 
are simply there to be seen 
and admired

The BVL250 movement is a 55-hour power reserve automatic, running at 4 Hz.

Paolo Bvlgari, Chairman.
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These are all qualities that can also be seen in 

other recent watches from Bulgari, notably the 

Assioma collection and the Diagono Calibro 303 

chronograph – which goes to show that Bulgari’s 

acquisitions were not just opportunistic 

reactions, but based on existing relationships. 

But what sets the Sotirio Bulgari apart is 

that it is a simple three-hand watch that 

puts down a marker, setting out Bulgari’s 

ambition. At about £18,000, this is 

discernibly more expensive than a Patek 

Philippe Calatrava or a Parmigiani Kalpa, 

competing, if that is the right term at such 

a rarefied level, against the likes of a Lange 

1. As if that was not enough, QP had the 

good fortune to see the dial of an annual 

calendar version at Cadrans Design, which 

Bulgari will also launch at Basel this year, a 

watch rumoured to be north of £30,000.

The Sotirio Bulgari, by virtue of its simplicity, 

also resets the identity of Bulgari in comparison 

to Genta and Roth, removing the perception 

that Bulgari, despite the tourbillons and grandes 

complications, is a less credible player at the 

highest levels of watchmaking.  8

Further information: www.bulgari.com
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maintaining an Italian flavour, 
even in watches made closer 
to the Danube than the Tiber

The Sotirio Bulgari, 
yellow gold version.
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