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Ballon Bleu de Cartier Flying Tourbillon in a case of white gold, with a partially open dial. The manual wind 9452 MC Calibre features a flying tourbillon,  
with seconds indicated by the ‘C’-shaped carriage. Prices from £60,900 to £62,900.
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2	 Cartier have rarely been found wanting when it comes to design, 

but with a global audience expecting haute horlogerie watches that  

are both dynamic and contemporary, a new approach was needed.  

QP is impressed.

Thomas Byczkowski

Flying High 
          at 

   Cartier

Deep in the heart of Paris’ 8th arrondissement, a 

stones throw from the Place de la Concorde, Cartier 

have made their headquarters in the famous Cité du 

Respiro, the glasswork equivalent of a giant ice cube 

melting into the fabric of the Parisian cityscape. 

The courtyard is surrounded by façades of glass 

that house an impressive 26,000 square meters of 

surface area, from where Cartier, not only conducts 

its business, but has a large hall dedicated to the 

historical archives and library. Minimalist in terms 

of corporate identity, in the foyer the Cartier-red 

desk is all that indicates that this is the jeweller’s 

central HQ. 

Hélène Poulit-Duquesne, Marketing Manager 

for Cartier in Paris introduced me to the newest 

additions to their line – an extension to the 

Collection Privée – and to Caroline Forestier, the 

head of the development department, at the 
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brand’s La Chaux-de-Fonds atelier, where the Swiss 

watchmaking-heart of the company is situated. 

What is instantly evident from glancing over the 

new collection is that Cartier are taking seriously 

their recent drive toward haute horlogerie, a drive 

that began picking up momentum at the 2007 

SIHH fair. 

As an expression of Cartier’s plans to accentuate 

its expertise in complicated watchmaking, it will 

be presenting nine new models in this line every 

year. The aim is to place the company at the core 

of the industry, not only in terms of numbers 

(Cartier is Richemont’s biggest powerhouse and 

produces more watches than Rolex), but also to 

reinforce their position in the world of high-end 

complications. 

“For this”, Poulit-Duquesne continues, “we 

use the historical designs from Cartier and 

combine them with high watchmaking 

movements produced in Geneva and La 

Chaux-de-Fonds.” The distribution on 

the other hand will be very selective, 

with the watches available only in a 

number of dedicated Cartier boutiques 

and specially chosen retailers. 

New traditions
On the first tray I immediately recognize the well-

known Santos in the large 100 cases, the famous 

square watch that Louis Cartier created for his 

friend, the flamboyant Brasilian millionaire Carlos 

Santos. Also on the tray lay a variety of Rotonde 

de Cartier watches, with its bulbous forms.  

Rotonde de Cartier uses the 9431 MC Calibre to power 
a single push-piece chronograph and tourbillon. Limited 
edition of 50 in the 950 platinum case. Price £145,000.
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And finally a new – and very big – interpretation 

of the Tank Americain, a modern version of that 

striking design, for which Louis Cartier took 

his inspiration from the look of the first British 

tanks during WW I. All these watches have dials 

holding to the template first seen on the Balon 

Bleu Tourbillon Volante and share the same 

MC9452 movement. The separate layers of the 

dial allow the Roman numerals to hover over the 

background, creating great depth and downplaying 

the dominance of the tourbillon-cage at the six 

o’clock position; underneath the raised numerals is 

a guilloche stamped dial. 

This flying tourbillon movement, which by the way 

is the first Cartier caliber to be baptized with the 

Poinçon de Genève and produced at the Roger 

Dubuis manufacture. It looks best in the new 

Tank Americain, where the dial exudes a strikingly 

different impression. This is because the tripartite 

folded dial is supported by the arch-like curved 

This flying tourbillon movement looks best in the new 
Tank Americain, where the dial exudes a strikingly 
different impression

Above right: The tourbillon sits 
upon a double ‘C’-shaped bridge.

Above and right: Tank Américaine Flying Tourbillon in an  
18 ct. pink gold case, with the 9452 MC Calibre. Prices from 

£62,000 to £66,000.
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lines of the case, thus adding a fascinating 

3-D-effect to the already sophisticated 

dial. Alas, pumped up to a size of almost 5 

centimeters in length, the Tank Americain 

has lost a lot of its appeal as a sleek watch. 

In any case, these three models mark a 

promising beginning to the new line. They all 

will be limited to 150 pieces and come with 

pink or white gold cases, prices ranging 

from £21,000 to £23,000. 

Spinning discs 
Next on view is a chronograph tourbillon 

watch housed in the Rotonde-case. 

Its 9431 MC movement is an old 

acquaintance, already known from 

the Tortue XL Tourbillon Chronograph. 

It was developed for Cartier by the 

horological thinktank APR&P in Le Locle. 

The watch will be produced in a limited 

edition of 99 pieces at £145,000 each.

Talking about chronographs, Caroline Forestier, 

(who, by the way is a very well known horological 

engineer, one of the few women to hold such a job 

in the Swiss industry) revealed another timepiece 

that immediately sent the heart aflutter: a centrally 

laid out chronograph – this time without tourbillon 

– with a very elaborated dial construction. While 

showing the piece, Forestier emphasizes that 

all development was done by Cartier, in house 

and she herself signs for the project. And what a 

project it is! 

The hours and minutes hands are covered by a disc 

in the centre that fills the better part of the whole 

dial. On the disc’s lower section a third of a circle 

is cut out to reveal another disk that indicates the 

chronograph minutes by its rotation, the indication 

from zero to thirty minutes printed on it. Above 

these discs is the chronograph’s seconds hand, 

which is activated by pushing the upper of the two 

chronograph-buttons. 

Once the chronograph has started and the seconds 

hand has finished the first minute, the minute  

disc turns a small section to indicate this elapsed  
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Rotonde de Cartier Central Chronograph. The 9907 MC Calibre 
works on a vertical coupling system, which uses less energy than a 
horizontal system on a lateral yoke. The central chronograph disc is 
held above the dial by a sapphire ring. 
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Further Information: Cartier, 175-176 New Bond Street, London W1Y 0QA / www.cartier.com

minute – the turn itself takes about two seconds. 

The secret of this chronograph’s function, however, 

is that the complication is running constantly, when 

the pusher is pressed the discs are connected to 

the chronograph. Forestier points out that this 

setup provides a disturbance-free and instant 

activation process. The super-light aluminum-

disc for the chronograph-minutes weighs little 

more than a gram and, with its perfectly balanced 

position around the minute axis, provides the 

mechanism with the advantage of smooth, almost 

friction-free functioning. This invention has a 

patent pending in Switzerland. 

Forrestier reveals that the most difficult part 

of the development was getting the axis for 

the minutes- and seconds-counter through the 

movement and the clutch to the top of the dial, 

but what needed much more attention was to 

find the right colour for the hands depicting 

hour and minute. “We tried everything from plain 

white to black” – which in the end was the colour 

of choice.

Fair and square
Last but not least is a new interpretation of the 

square Santos 100, which turns out to be the most 

Cartier-like timepiece of the collection with the 

name Squelette Contemporaine. Based on the new 

Calibre 9611, the designers, together with Caroline 

Forestier, have created a masterful interpretation 

of a skeletonized watch. As Poulit-Duquesne 

explained: “Basically the movement itself provides 

the dial.” Here the roman numerals of the dial are 

stretched to the centre of the dial and cut out, 

thus providing the dial and at the same time acting 

as bridges of the movement. 

On the technical side, much attention was given 

to the construction of the two winding barrels, 

which are deliberately not connected in series 

but in parallel, delivering three days of power 

reserve. In this way the two barrels still provide 

the movement with double the force of a single 

barrel without increasing the friction. An elegant 

solution to creating a sophisticated mechanism, 

realised in a way totally befitting the genius of 

Cartier’s history.  8

Santos 100 Skeleton. The 9611 MC Calibre 
is held in place by a skeletonised dial formed 
from cut out Roman numerals. Price £31,000.
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