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It is hard now to see quite how radical the Opus 

series was, but Harry Winston can claim a share 

of the paternity to contemporary watchmaking, 

alongside the likes of Richard Mille and 

Renaud et Papi. Equally difficult to believe 

is that Harry Winston genuinely understood 

what Max Büsser was up to. Accidently or 

not, the house gained serious credibility, 

a commodity that they have handled with 

great care and sense. 

Even with the opening of smart new 

facilities in Plans-les-Ouates - that most 

luxurious of industrial estates – Harry 

Winston has avoided taking on the mantle 

of manufacture, preferring to work with 

third parties where desirable and relying 

on established tractor movements from the 

likes of Girard-Perregaux, where they find a 

platform for in-house complications. 

The Histoire de Tourbillon series, that Harry 

Winston are launching at Baselworld, captures 

their approach perfectly. In less credible hands the 

whole concept would be too pompous for words, 

but from the company that has not only been 

responsible for the Opus series, but also gems such as 

the Glissière, the title seems merely a little overblown. 

Double Take
5 Harry Winston has a special place in the affections of watch aficionados. 

Despite being first and foremost a jewellery company, they took the decision 

to get serious about watches early on and in doing so helped breakdown the 

barriers that limited and defined what serious watchmaking meant.

James Gurney
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Histoire de Tourbillon 1 is the 
debut piece of Harry Winston’s  
new series. It has a 48 mm 18 ct. 
white gold case, with a recessed 
hours and minutes dial and two 
single-axis tourbillons. 
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Title aside, the watch is quite a phenomenon. There are no prizes 

for detecting the involvement of Greubel Forsey in the watch’s 

realisation, though in fact the project was channelled through 

CompliTime – Greubel Foresey’s major complication think tank. 

However the relationship between Harry Winston and CompliTime 

is qualitatively different from the way in which the Opus projects 

work. With Opus, Harry Winston essentially provided the wrapping 

for the watchmakers’ ideas (in practice the Harry Winston 

designers can be more deeply involved at the conception stage). 

With this project Harry Winston and CompliTime worked closely 

together on an idea jointly conceived. 

Twin tourbillon
The movement is built around a pair of 25º inclined, single axis 

tourbillons that seem, at first sight, to be suspended from the 

dial bridge. These rotate in 36-second periods giving the whole 

design an impressive dynamism, as the tourbillons look to be 

moving towards each other. 

As you move the watch around different layers become visible, 

with the interior just visible under the dial plate, a clever piece 

of show and hide that is genuinely intriguing. 

At 48 mm this is not a watch for the faint-hearted, but it sits nicely 

on the wrist and is not as bulky as the measurements suggest. 

In addition, the weight is kept within manageable limits by the 

use of light alloys, not least Zalluim, to which Harry Winston have 

horological exclusivity.

Histoire de Tourbillon 1 is the first of five designs that will be 

shown over the next five plus years.  8

Title aside, the watch 
is quite a phenomenon

Supplementary time display on  
the reverse side, with rotating discs 
showing hours, minutes and seconds.

Further information: www.harrywinston.com

Harry Winston,  
Plans-les-Ouates,  
Switzerland.
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