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5	 Daniel JeanRichard holds an important place in the history of time  

as one of the first people to introduce a sense of order and continuity 

to the profession of horology. At this year’s SIHH, QP met with 

Massimo Macaluso, Managing Director of the present-day JeanRichard 

brand, to hear of his ambition to bring the 334-year-old name to a 

wider audience. 

Simon de Burton

     Full   Throttle

When most watch company CEOs slide back their 

cupboard doors at Baselworld or the SIHH, you 

can bet your bottom dollar that they’re going 

to show you their latest line-up of timepieces. 

Not so with Massimo Macaluso - his cupboard 

concealed a gleaming black MV Agusta superbike, 

and it was pretty clear that he would rather have 

been in the saddle and on the road than stuck in 

the air-conditioned confines of Geneva’s Palexpo 

exhibition centre.

That’s not to say he’s not hugely enthusiastic 

about the brand that was plucked from the brink 

of extinction 21 years ago by his father, watch 

industry guru Gino Macaluso, whose SoWind group 

(23 per cent of which now belongs to PPR, owner 
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The JR1000 is an in-house 
self-winding mechanical 
movement by JeanRichard, 
with unidirectional rotor and 

circular “Côtes de Genève” décor. 
Comprising of 142 components 

and 32 jewels, it has a flat 
hairspring, shock absorbers and fine 

index adjuster. 

of Gucci, YSL and Boucheron) is best known as the 

holding company of Girard-Perregaux.

What might surprise many watch enthusiasts, 

however, is the fact that Daniel JeanRichard 

was not an entirely dormant name, in terms of 

manufacture, at the time of Dottore Macaluso’s 

acquisition: it was ‘recreated’ during the 1950s by 

the celebrated movement maker Nouvelle Lemania 

and produced a range of rather cool-looking 

watches, including a round-dialled, cushion-cased 

model, an example of which was recently acquired 

for the JeanRichard archives.

Back on track
Restoring the background of JeanRichard, with 

the help of G-P historian Willy Schweizer, is just 

one of the tasks Massimo Macaluso is tackling 

with gusto, in his bid to make the name more 

prominent, following the brand’s re-launch during 

the early 1990s as ‘Daniel JeanRichard’, when its 

products were aimed specifically at the Italian and 

U.S. markets, the latter inspiring the creation of 

the sadly discontinued Highlands model. 

“My father launched Daniel JeanRichard as an 

additional and different brand to Girard-Perregaux, 

deliberately set at a lower level,” 31-year-old 

Massimo told QP.

“At the time he was mainly concentrating 

on repositioning G-P, which meant that DJR  

was more or less forgotten until around 2003, 

when we decided to go deeper into the project 

and take it further into the manufacture world. 

It is difficult to change people’s perception of a 

brand and to show that you really do intend to 

move it higher up the haute horlogerie scale, 

so to help with that we shortened the name to 

simply ‘JeanRichard’ in an attempt to cut from 

the past.

“By 2004 we had launched our first, in-house 

movement - the JR1000 -  and I’m very proud that, 

after just four-and-a-half years, we can now offer 

10 manufacture movements, including the Time 

Square, which really is a re-interpretation of the 

way we tell the time.”

The current line-up of JeanRichard powerhouses 

is, indeed, impressive, comprising references such 

as the JR1100, used in the aforementioned Time 

Square, the JR1010, featuring a linear power reserve 

indicator, the JR1040, with its quirky, off-centred 

Who was Daniel JeanRichard?

Daniel JeanRichard was born in 1665 in 
the Jura mountain village of Les Bressel.

 He is said to have been a blacksmith’s 
apprentice who turned his hand to 

horology after an English horse 
dealer asked him to repair the 
broken wheel of his pocket 
watch. Legend has it that he 

not only fixed the watch, but 
also made a copy from start to 

finish - allegedly the first watch 
to be entirely manufactured by one 

person in the Jura region. 

He went on to develop some of 
the earliest machines and tools 
designed specifically for watchmaking 
and established a rudimentary 
apprenticeship scheme that enabled 
the skills of the trade to be passed 
through the generations. JeanRichard 
is remembered today with a museum 
at La Sagne, a statue in Le Locle and a 
street carrying his name in La Chaux-
de-Fonds.
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hours and minutes display and the JR1060 dual-time 

version with reference city indication. 

Despite this wealth of choice and functionality, 

however, it is the Bressel range that remains 

JeanRichard’s bestseller, accounting for 35 per cent 

of annual production, or about 2,000 watches. The 

simple, hand-wound version powered by a Unitas 

pocket watch movement (see QP30), is still regarded 

by many as the all-time classic JeanRichard, but 

Massimo does not want it to be the only model that 

people associate with the brand. 

“The biggest problem with the basic Bressel is that 

it is not recognisable - the current market is asking 

for a very individual image and that is difficult to 

achieve with a simple, three-handed watch in a 

round case. The rule at the moment seems to be 

that you have to have a watch that is instantly 

recognisable from at least two metres!”

To that end, the Bressel has become available 

as a tourbillon, a perpetual calendar and a fly-

back chronograph; it’s been given wacky dials on 

models such as the  ‘flying hands’ and the off-

centred 1665 and down-sized for women in the 

‘Lady Juliette’ - but most JR enthusiasts remain 

loyal to the good old Unitas-powered hand-wound 

and believe the brand should be concentrating on 

similar simply-styled models.

Such old-fashioned types should therefore be 

rejoicing at the arrival this year of the new 

Diverscope (based on the vintage 1960s model), 

which uses the JR1000 movement in a 1,000-foot 

water-resistant, 43 mm case and a vulcanised 

rubber coating. There’s a bidirectional bezel 

beneath the crystal for dive time calculations 

and the watch is delivered with a pair of practical 

straps, one made from rubber, the other from 

fabric. It’s a classic-looking dive watch with a 

contemporary touch and it’s sure to turn heads. 

The rule at the moment seems to be that you have  
to have a watch that is instantly recognisable from  
at least two metres!

Top: Bressel Lady Small Seconds, 
available with a white or grey mother- 
of-pearl dial, rhodium plated hands and 
small seconds in the style of a lotus leaf.  
Centre: Bressel Lady Juliette is an elegant 
and feminine version of the classic 
JeanRichard design, which features the 
JR1000 self-winding movement with 29 
jewels. The white mother-of-pearl dial 
has a small diamond encrusted hours 
and minutes register at 12 o’clock and 
an addition register at 3 o’clock for small 
seconds. The inscription “je t’aime, un 
peu, beaucoup, al folie” curls around 
the dial in a serpentine flourish and 58 
diamonds are set around pink gold bezel.  
Bottom: Diverscope JR1000 has a steel 
case and bezel covered with vulcanised 
rubber which rotates indicating dive time. 
It shows hours, minutes, seconds and 
with a date aperture at 3 o’clock.
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2Timezones uses the new JR1060 
module, an updated version of 
JeanRichard’s well-established in-house 
JR1000 movement. Local time is shown 
by the traditional central hours and 
minutes hands, while the aperture at 
12 o’clock shows the additional time 
with one of 24 cities at o’clock. 

Paramount Tourbillon Linear Power 
Reserve was five years in the making. 
The linear power reserve has a red 
pointer working down the 72-hour 
register, while the tourbillon is given 
a contemporary makeover with a 
sporty skeletonised rosegold bridge. 
The watch uses the manually wound 
mechanical movement, which is fitted 
in a brushed white gold Paramount 
Square case.  

The Chronoscope Brutale Nera is 
JeanRichard’s updated watch for MV Agusta. 
Based on the JR1000, the self-winding 
mechanical movement shows hours, minutes, 
disc seconds, date (at 4h30), tachymeter and 
chronograph and comes together in a new 
vulcanized-rubber-coated stainless steel, 
cushion shaped case.    

Newcomers 
Also new for ‘09 is the 2TimeZones model, which 

houses the beautifully-finished, simple to use, 

JR1060 movement in a pink gold case. This has 

got to be one of JR’s smartest, most usefully-

functional models to date and the round dial atop 

a cushion case is a genuine update of a 1960s 

Daniel JeanRichard original, which should help 

realise Massimo’s ambition of making it stand out 

from the crowd a little (even though Bedat’s No. 8 

offers a similar look). 

But JeanRichard’s most interesting development 

of this year is, perhaps, its continued relationship 

with the Italian motorcycle manufacturer MV 

Agusta (formed out of the Macaluso’s long-

standing personal friendship with MV president 

Claudio Castiglioni and his family), which moves 

forward with the introduction of the mean and 

moody-looking Chronoscope ‘Brutale’ Nera, a 

limited edition watch that will be available in  

290 examples.

In keeping with current trends, the black finish 

is obtained by the PVD process and the watch is 

afforded a suitably racy look by the hardly original, 

yet still effective, device of red detailing to the 

dial and strap stitching. MV/JR fans will see it as 

a must-have collectable to go with the pink gold 

and titanium ‘Brutale’ Chronoscopes launched last 

ST237_12_QP35_Complete_02.indd   58 2/3/09   12:18:34



Collection | 59

Further Information: www.jeanrichard.com

year and the original MV watch, the MV75 World 

Champion collection of 2007 that was based on 

the Paramount design.

The highlight of the collaboration so far, however, 

is the newly announced Bressel 1665 ‘Ago’ 

chronograph, which has both a flyback function 

and the always-beguiling foudroyante seconds 

feature for timing eighths of a second.

The watch is dedicated to the legendary racer 

Giacomo Agostini – AKA ‘Ago’ – who won a 

remarkable 15 world championship titles and 123 

motorcycle Grand Prix, during a 17-year career 

between the 1960s and ‘70s, which marked him 

out as the most successful motorcycle racer in 

history. JeanRichard will make just 50 examples of 

the palladium cased ‘Ago’ watch, with its vintage-

look leather strap.

Now 66 years old, the great man was due to be 

at this year’s SIHH to unveil the new model, but 

he was kept away by a broken leg – caused not, 

of course, by a motorcycle crash, but by over-

enthusiasm on the ski slopes.  8

year and the original MV watch, the MV75 World 

Champion collection of 2007 that was based on 

the Paramount design.

Throughout the 1960s and 70s, Giacomo Agostini – nicknamed Ago – was a 
motorcycling superstar, thanks to his numerous victories with 350 cc and 500 
cc machines. Honouring his achievements, JeanRichard have created the Bressel 
1665 Chronograph Rattrapante Foudroyante Ago. The self-winding mechanical 
movement shows hours, minutes, split-time chronograph jumping to one eighth 
of a second and comes in the polished palladium Bressel 1665 case.  
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