
3 HD3 exploded onto the watch scene at an 

unsuspecting Baselworld 2005. The motley 

trio – headed by the acclaimed and barefooted 

Jorg Hysek – presented a compelling sight, with 

daring and brassy contemporary designs and 

enigmatically aggressive names. Four years on 

and QP checks in to see how the three-strong 

revolution is working out. 

Michael Balfour

Three’s Company

3 Minds was of course a three-way effort and made its appearance in 2007. The automatic movement incorporates three rotating discs to display hours, minutes, 
seconds. Prices started at CHF 105,000.

86 | Company



Company | 87

Maintaining a fresh, edgy, futuristic design ethic is no mean feat. 

Not only does this require the wholesale abandonment of what 

others have done before, but presumably there is also a need for 

perpetual reinvention. 

HD3 was born out of the seriously hip sounding design 

company, Team Styling, a triumvirate consisting of Jorg Hysek, 

Valérie Ursenbacher and Fabrice Gonet. The debut timepiece 

was the Raptor, which was a tourbillon decked mechanical 

timepiece sitting on a platform that lifts open to reveal a digital 

display underneath. Soon to follow was Capture, a large circular 

tourbillon that took design tips from the forms found on vintage 

and modern automobiles. Next it was the massive Idalgo XT-2 

and later the gyroscopic-tourbillon Vulcana. All bearing the HD3 

logo, yet each example distinct and challenging. 

Mr. Hysek’s exploits have graced the pages of QP in the past and 

he brings a wealth of experience to the team. “Jorg Hysek has 

been our mentor for many years”, remarks Fabrice Gonet, “and we 

in return give him our commitment and fidelity, although it is not 

simply this. It is also because we all think along the same lines.”

Inside the workshop in the charming Swiss village of Luins, the 

number three continues to play a doggedly determined role in 

the brand’s identity. They are three watchmakers, and they sell 

through only three carefully selected retail outlets (within each 

of their chosen country markets), on three continents, while the 

watches themselves are predominantly limited to series of 33.

The manifest power of the number three continued with the 

delivery in October 2007 of the 3 Minds. This highly original 

automatic wristwatch has three rotating discs, showing the 

hours, minutes and seconds, overlapping each other within the 

square frame of the dial. A small plate on the caseback bears the 

legend: “Design by JH. FG. VU.” To date the six variations include: 

pink gold  (brown PVD bridges), white gold  (blue numerals), pink 

gold and black PVD (red numerals), white gold and black PVD, 

titanium and pink gold (luminova numerals), and pink gold (bezel 

set with diamonds, with white bridges).

Nautical themes
By far the most intriguing wristwatch to emerge so far is the 

Vulcania. Its name is derived from an imaginary island, the 

port of which was where Captain Nemo docked his submarine 

Nautilus in Jules Verne’s novel 20,000 Leagues Under The Sea. 

It came from the depths of the fertile imagination of the watch’s 

designer, Fabrice Gonet, who provides a map of the island and 

its coordinates engraved on the sapphire crystal caseback.

The Bi-Axel or Vulcania took much of its inspiration from Jules Verne’s 2000 Leagues Under The Sea and includes a tourbillon movement developed with 
help from BNB. Prices began at CHF 395,000.
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The whole piece has a naval feel to it. The hours are displayed on a 

wheel seen through a porthole, and the minutes on a disc like a ship’s 

Chadburn telegraph. Its 80-hour power reserve indicator resembles 

a sextant, and there is another porthole through which the tilted  

bi-axial tourbillon movement (developed with BNB) can be seen. 

Recently the HD3 Complication gang has concentrated their 

attention on consolidating existing lines. The Capture 2 offers 

a more masculine version of its predecessor and in fact it bears 

little overall resemblance. The movement is a single (triple action) 

push button chronograph with the mechanism visible through the 

dial. The case meanwhile is a chunky and robust structure with 

four integrated clasps attaching the thick knurled bezel.

The HD3 formula is a three-way dynamic and it is this which 

helps prevent the designs from becoming formulaic or stagnate. 

Each member of the team is given free reign to explore their 

own ideas, meaning three different personality are let loose 

upon the drawing board. Working together then allows for an 

open dialogue, which can then manifests itself in the likes of the 

weird and wonderful 3 Minds.  8 

Capture 2 has a tourbillon-powered singled push-button chronograph with the mechanism visible underneath the sapphire glass. Delivery expected April 2009.

Further Information: www.hd3complication.com / Marcus, 170 New Bond 
Street, London W1S 4RB, t: +44 (0) 20 7290 6500.
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