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Ocean BreezeOcean Breeze
2 Preparations for January’s SIHH are well under way as this edition of QP 

goes to press - but QP is still marvelling at one of its favourite new pieces 

from the 2008 event, the Parmigiani Kalpa Hemispheres. 

Simon de Burton
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Bernard Stamm looked like the archetypal fish out of 

water as he lurked in the shadows of the Parmigiani 

stand at SIHH 2008. As one of the world’s top round-

the-world yachtsmen, Stamm is not really cut out for the 

type of schmoozing over canapes and warm champagne 

that being an ambassador for a watch brand demands. 

His world is not about luxury, but about survival, self-

reliance and taming the cruel sea. No wonder he looked 

a little uncomfortable among all the thick-pile carpet, the 

suits and the twittering conversation.

Yet his enthusiasm for what I regard as one of the most 

covetable of the ‘affordable’ new watches to emerge 

from last year’s SIHH and Baselworld combined was 

certainly genuine - and I admired him all the more for 

not expecting me to believe that he was really going 

to be relying on one while battling with house-sized 

waves and storm-force winds during the gruelling 

Vendee Globe race.

New destination
The watch in question is Parmigiani’s Kalpa Hemispheres, 

also known as the GMT. Time zone watches seemed to 

be popular last year, with numerous variations on the 

theme being launched, such as the Girard-Perregaux 

WW.TC ‘Shopping’, Vogard’s new Radiator F1 and, one of 

the finest and most ingenious, Villemont’s Les Heures 

du Monde. 

I had earmarked the latter as the best of the bunch until 

I saw the Kalpa in the flesh. On paper, it doesn’t really 

appeal to me with its fancy lugs and plethora of sub-

dials, but in reality it all comes together beautifully and, 

in true Parmigiani style, the function has not suffered 

as a result of the form. Indeed, the functionality of this 

watch accounts for a great deal of its appeal.

Here’s how it works: the main central dial is used 

to display local time, with the second time zone 

being positioned at 12 o’clock. This is beautifully 

balanced by the inclusion of a small 

seconds dial below the main hands, 

and within this dial is a day/night 

indicator that corresponds with local 

time. A second day/night indicator 

positioned between one o’clock and 

two complements the second time zone 

display, while the date is shown through a 

rectangular window at nine o’clock.

This is all packed in to the specially developed 

and beautifully finished self-winding movement 

that measures 35.6 mm in diameter and offers a 50-

hour power reserve - but the best is yet to come. A 

His world is not about 
luxury, but about survival, 
self-reliance and taming 
the cruel sea

Parmigiani Kalpa 
Hemispheres in 

stainless steel with 
blue dial. Each model 

displays local time in the 
centre, a second time zone at 

12 o’clock, small seconds, date, 
local time day/night indicator and 

second time zone day/night indicator. 
Prices start from £9,600.

Mechanical Parmigiani Fleuruer Calibre PF337 self-winding movement.
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two-crown system means the time displays are 

entirely independent, making it as simple as 

possible to change the local time or destination 

time. To achieve this, the first crown has the single 

task of setting the second time zone, while the 

other crown is used for winding the movement, 

for setting local time, for correcting the date and 

for activating the ‘stop second’ function, to ensure 

accurate synchronisation.

Furthermore, the Kalpa Hemispheres proves its 

worth as a true traveller’s tool by dint of the fact 

that its second time zone can be set to the exact 

minute without having to coincide with the setting 

of the local time. This means that the watch 

can be used in the surprisingly large number of 

destinations that have half-hour offsets, such as 

India, Iran, Burma and Australia’s central zone, or a 

45-minute difference as in the case of Nepal.

Nowadays, in the watch world at least, ‘travel’ 

seems always to be synonymous with ‘adventure,’ 

hence Parmigiani’s recruitment of Stamm as an 

ambassador for the Hemispheres - but, with the 

best will in the world, this does not really look 

like a timepiece to wear while trekking through 

jungles, scaling snowy peaks or, indeed, tackling 

the world’s most foreboding seas. 

No, in my book the Hemispheres is for the 

sophisticated traveller who doesn’t necessarily 

want a wristwatch that makes him (or her) look 

rugged, but who does want one that makes them 

look highly horologically aware; it is equipped with 

genuinely useful functions and offers considerable 

aesthetic appeal. 

And if there’s a time zone watch on show at this 

year’s SIHH that I find more desirable than a Kalpa 

Hemispheres with a ‘Blue Metal’ dial, I’ll eat my hat. 

Wine dark sea 
Sitting here in a warm office, protected from the 

murky weather outside, I can only feel grateful 

not to be in Bernard Stamm’s shoes: right now he’s 

a few hundred miles off the Cape of Good Hope, 

where an ‘average breeze’ runs at about 40 knots. 

He’s all alone on his three-year-old Open 60 racing 

yacht, Cheminees Poujoulat (named after his main 

sponsor) and he’s just filed an entry to the Vendee 

Globe website stating that, after half an hour’s 

sleep, he woke up feeling so spaced-out that he 

had to concentrate hard for 10 minutes to work 

out whether or not he had set the boat’s autopilot.

Ahead of him lay 17,293 nautical miles of 

unpredictable seas and 14 other yachts, all 

Also available in pink gold, 
with a choice of silver, 
graphite and tan dials.  
The pink gold version  
cost £15,200.
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competing for victory in the world’s only single-

handed, non-stop round-the-world-race that has 

come to be regarded as the ultimate challenge for 

a professional sailor.

It has taken place every four years since its 

founding in 1989 by French yachting superstar 

Philippe Jeantot, who devised the race because 

he considered the Velux Five Oceans, which is 

sailed in stop-start stages, to be insufficiently 

challenging. The race starts and finishes in Les 

Sables-d’Olonne, France, and roughly follows the 

old clipper route down the Atlantic to the Cape of 

Good Hope, clockwise around Antarctica and back 

to France. It is due to end in February.

The rules allow competitors to stop at anchor, 

but not to draw alongside a quay or other vessel. 

Outside help of any sort is banned, although re-

starts are allowed within 10 days of the official 

‘off’. The majority of the course is hundreds of 

miles out of reach of any emergency assistance.

You can imagine, therefore, that the competitors 

are sailors of a special breed. All trained in medical 

and survival techniques, they are, of course, 

experienced racers and have all had to qualify by 

taking part in a previous Vendee Globe or other 

single-handed, trans-oceanic race. Ellen MacArthur 

came a memorable second in the 2000/2001 

event, finishing just one day behind the winner, 

Michel Desjoyeaux.

In my book the 
Hemispheres is for  
the sophisticated 
traveler

Pershing 115 measures 
116 ft 1 in. has a top speed 
of 40 knots, with four 
cabins and can carry  
22 people.
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For Stamm, who celebrated his 45th birthday 20 days after 

the start, the race must hold special importance: he already 

holds the trans Atlantic record with Bruno Peyron and he has 

enjoyed outright wins in the Around Alone race and the Fast 

Net, but, so far, the Vendee Globe has eluded him, his last 

attempt (2000/2001) having ended in abandonment. 

Theroretically, if anyone can pull it off, Stamm can: born in 

Switzerland (hence the Parmigiani connection) he began 

sailing on Lac Leman at the tender age of two, before 

serving his time in the Swiss merchant navy, after which 

he became a boat builder and cruise boat skipper, before 

turning seriously to yacht racing in the early ‘90s.

Surprisingly short in stature, but hugely strong both 

physically and mentally; Stamm also has the advantage of 

being totally in-tune with his boats. In 1997, he even built his 

own Open 60 racer from the ground-up and he has personally 

fitted and tuned Cheminees Poujoulat to his exact preference 

for the Vendee Globe.

A different style 
While Bernard Stamm might represent the heroic aspect of 

boating, Parmigiani has another nautical string to its bow, which 

could fairly be described as the polar opposite - a partnership 

with super sports yacht builder Pershing, which has led to the 

creation of the Parmigiani Pershing collection of chronographs. 

Pershing boats are built in Italy and could be described as the 

Maserati Gran Turismos of the marine world - as luxuriously 

appointed as a Sunseeker, but with a harder, more sporting 

edge. Where Stamm relies on nothing more than a stiff breeze 

to power his yacht at prodigious speeds, a Pershing uses the far 

more convenient method of a pair of giant internal combustion 

engines. In the flagship ‘115’ model, for example, you’ll find two 

3,700 horsepower diesel and a gas turbine-powered waterjets 

under the bonnet, enough for a top speed of 52 knots. Fuel 

consumption is best left unrecorded - suffice to say the tank 

holds a staggering 4,359 gallons of fuel.

The Parmigiani Pershing chronographs are extremely rugged-

looking, steel-cased watches with rubber push pieces and 

tachymetre scales, with the limited ‘One-One-Five’ version being 

available in a choice of rose gold or 950 palladium.  8

The Parmigiani Pershing 115 Chronograph 
is available in a variety of materials with 
a 45 mm case and features the PF190 
movement, which allows for hours, 
minutes, small seconds at 9 o’clock, date 
window and chronograph function.

Further Information: www.parmigiani.ch / www.pershing.com




