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Boys’
wn

8 Nick English is at the controls, wearing a battered flying jacket. His

curly ginger hair rises almost vertically between his headphones as 

he carefully explains the antiquated control panel with the knowledge

of someone who has been flying since a teenager. On his wrist is a

handsome, generously proportioned pilot’s chronograph with a clean

black dial – the first from Nick and brother Giles’ fledgling British 

brand, Bremont. “There are two things my brother and I know about:

’planes and watches. So it was destiny that we were going to bring the

two together.” How it eventually happened carries more than a whiff

of Biggles, too. Chocks away!

Maria Doulton

Giles and Nick English pose with their
Max Holste 1521 Broussard – originally
designed in the early Fifties to meet
the French army’s requirement for a
lightweight liaison/observation aircraft.
Eventually built in considerable numbers
for both civil and military use, very few
MH 1521 Broussards remain in use. 

(Opposite page) Bremont’s ALT1-C
chronograph, due out in June 2007 
is the cleanest-looking chronograph 
of the collection with small-seconds
counter at 9 o’clock and a 30-minute
totaliser at 3 o’clock, plus a date
window (£2,950). Driven by a Soprod-
modified Valjoux 7750 movement.



Waiting for the weather to clear, the grateful brothers stayed a

few days with the Frenchman, who turned out to be a WWII pilot

and, like them, a watch lover. His house was filled with antique

clocks that he had restored himself. A decade later, when Nick

and Giles came to set up their watch brand, it was the now late

Monsieur Bremont’s name they chose. 

At this point in our airborne interview, a cheeky little blue plane,

about the size of a Morris Minor, flits up from below our lumbering

aircraft and zips off to one side with a show-off loop. It is Nick’s

younger brother Giles, the engineer, in the kit plane built by his

father. He spends the next half hour literally flying rings around

us as we make our way north. 

We land at North Weald airfield – a collection of Nissen huts

serving as the flying club and restoration hangers set up by 

Euan English. A 1940s pilots’ mess is recreated with success,

including the aroma of over-stewed tea and bread-and-butter

pudding. “We pretend it’s a retro look so we don’t have to fix

anything,” jokes Nick. 

Over a mug of coffee and a plate of rock buns I am presented

with the Bremont collection. Wiping crumbs and sugar off the

table, Nick English plunks down three of his watches. Very

different to the padded, velvet-lined trays and white gloves of

the Swiss watch presentations. 

“I know we look a bit scruffy,” says Nick, “but we have put a lot 

of work into these watches.” And it shows. The brothers have

spent three years developing the range, aimed at pilots who

value reliability, robustness and visibility. 

The philosophy behind the watches is to create a limited number

(500 pieces in the first year), all of which are chronometer certified

by COSC. “Our watches have to be tough so you can bash them

around in the cockpit or climb Mount Everest, but look the part in

the boardroom.” The look is honest and clean, and decorative

flourishes are limited to the use of clever case construction,

interesting colour combinations such as anthracite dials or black

counters against a creamy background. The dial design is inspired

by the clocks found in the cockpit of a Spitfire and they are

available in two case sizes: 43 mm and 39 mm.

All the watches are manufactured in a small workshop in Bienne,

home to giants such as Omega, Swatch and Rolex. Every detail

on the watch has been well thought out and the brothers’

knowledge of engineering and philosophy of function driving

form is evident. Take the case – a complex structure made from

three main components using a registered system they call 

‘Trip-Tick’. A central barrel of PVD-treated steel is sandwiched

between the bezel caseback, allowing the middle section of the

case to be made of a different material or colour. The effect

mimics the look of a piston.

Hard watches for hard men
One detail that shows how much work has gone into Bremont’s

timepieces is the propeller engraved on the crown, which lies

horizontal to the case when the crown is locked. Furthermore, all

the cases and buckles are brought back to England to be treated

for hardness with B-EBE2000 technology, a process used on the

turbine blades of jet engines. The cases are heated to high

temperatures and carbon diffusion is used to increase the overall

underlying hardness of the case to 1,200 Hv on the Vickers scale

(normal watch-grade stainless steel is more like 280 Hv in hardness).

Argon electron ions then prepare the surface of the case followed

by a metallic ceramic coating at temperature, bringing the case

hardness up to 2,000 Hv – the same hardness as sapphire crystal.

Certainly more than the call of most watches’ daily duty!

There are no secrets about the inner workings either, and Giles 

is keen to explain that the movements are Soprod-modified

Valjoux auto-chrono’ calibres with new balances and springs 

(the time-only BC-S1/F1 models, still in development, will

contain ETA 2836s). The movements are finished in Bremont's

workshops before being sent for COSC testing. Confident of its

watches’ mechanics, Bremont offers a two-year guarantee on all

its timepieces – a commitment many of the big boys of the watch

world are still shy of. The level of finishing is visible through the

casebacks and particularly attractive is the rotor with cut-outs

inspired by a propeller engine. 
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You know 
the crown’s
locked when
its engraved
propeller
motif is
horizontal.

Wiping crumbs and sugar off the table, Nick English 
plunks down three of his watches. Very different to the 
velvet trays and white gloves of the Swiss presentations.

I have to admit that before turning up at the appointed rendez

vous – a small airfield west of London – I was somewhat sceptical.

With recent news of two niche watch companies, Villemont 

and Amundsen Oslo joining forces and the Richemont Group

acquiring a 20% in the micro-brand Greubel Forsey, the question

of how small brands can survive alone in an industry dominated

by a handful of Titans is never far from the mind.

Bremont will launch its first five models in June, with a focus on

durable, performance chronographs for pilots. Here is yet another

cause for concern, as, following cars, aviation is fast becoming 

a crowded niche in the competitive sports-watch segment. 

But it soon becomes clear that this skybound jaunt is not just 

PR spin whipped up to add personality to the watches: the

shuddering 1940s Broussard plane is the equivalent of a flying

VW Combi, complete with worn-out linoleum floor, distressed

seats and a pipeholder still riveted to the panel, which bristles

with archaic instruments, including a bomb release switch. 

Over the noise of the propeller I learn about the brothers’ Norfolk

childhood tinkering with their pilot father Euan in the garage,

repairing planes, making clocks, models, musical instruments and

fixing anything mechanical they could lay their hands on. After

leaving the RAF, Euan found fame as a WWII aerobatic display

pilot and the young boys used to sit in the back of the ’plane 

in their own little flying suits while Daddy was doing his barrel

rolls and loops. Their father later set up a flight club and vintage

‘plane restoration centre at North Weald airfield, where we are

headed. Tragically, Euan’s passion for flying took his life when in

1995, his plane, an American Harvard, plummeted to the ground.

Following their father’s death, both brothers left their jobs in the

City and set up a business to develop and market technology for

digital music downloads, which they successfully sold off a few

years later. Flying and watches were never far from their minds,

however, often visiting the annual Basel fair to keep an eye on

developments in the watch industry. 

The French farmer 
How Bremont got its name is improbable yet charming. While

flying to France in a 60-year-old ‘plane, bad weather forced the

English brothers to land in a pea field. The man who owned the

field came to their rescue, helping them to hide their plane from

the Gendarmerie, who probably wouldn’t have taken kindly to

’planes falling out of the sky.

(Left) The ALT1-Z chronograph, due out in October 2007 (modified Valjoux 7754) is the most complicated of the Bremont watches, with three counters and an internal
rotating bezel adjusted via a crown at 8 o’clock to aid navigation (£2,750). The ‘Z’ stands for Zulu, referring to the dual-time function. (Centre) The ALT1-P, due out
in October 2007 (modified Valjoux 7753) is a more straightforward three-counter chronograph with SuperLuminova coated hands, an internal rotating bezel and a
date window, all for £2,650. (Right) Two non-chronograph versions are due out in June 2007, including this, the BC-S1 (£1,950), based on an ETA 2836 movement.



Further information: Tel: 0845 0940 690, www.bremont.com
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Bremont intends to present a limited-edition range incorporating

panels from scrapped Spitfires – a more legitimate use of the

legendary name than some other recent examples. And don’t

expect to see any gold models: “I am not a fan of bling, so there

is no gold on the radar.” 

Thankfully, the English brothers remain realistic about what

Bremont can achieve: “We are lucky that we are not a big corporation

and can make our watches exclusive, as we never intend to sell

more than three or four thousand pieces a year.” Prices range

from £1,900 to £2,950, which seems reasonable for a well

designed and rigorously built sports watch. From what I see,

every penny has been put into the watches’ development, rather

than a flashy marketing campaign or dreamt-up corporate DNA.

Campaign or no, the firm will undoubtedly benefit from several

high-profile friends, whose respect Bremont has already won.

Nick explains: “Ewan McGregor and Charley Boorman got in touch

when they heard about the watches. We don’t pay any of them to

wear Bremont; it is totally their call. What they all have in common

is they all appreciate the mechanical watch and what has gone

into the design and testing phases of our watches. Bear Grylls,

Mike Golding and Jake Meyer have been testing the watches 

for the last year (and I don’t mean going out to supper with

them) and we have not had a single watch back for any reason.

Ewan and Charley are, like us, into historic boy’s toys with a love

of well-made mechanical things – in their case, old motorbikes –

and they will certainly put the watches through the paces. All of

these guys have achieved an awful lot but are extremely nice

with it and very understated. Just like our watches!

The weather is starting to set in, so it’s time to return to London.

For the return journey, I accept a lift in the kit plane that Giles

and Nick assembled rivet by rivet over three years with their

father. What further proof of my belief in the English brothers’

mechanical proficiency could you ask for? �

Every Bremont caseback reveals through its sapphire crystal a
winding rotor designed to emulate the cross-section of a radial
engine configuration, typically used to drive old aircraft propellers.

(Right) The author throws caution to the wind and allows Giles
to persuade her into flying home in the brothers’ tiny kit plane.  

A cheeky little blue plane, about the size of a Morris 
Minor, flits up from below our lumbering aircraft 
and zips off to one side with a show-off loop.


